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Program 
OBJECTIFS  1ER SEMESTRE  2ND SEMESTRE Equivalent 

% TOEIC 
LINGUISTIQUE : 
Enrichir les connaissances en anglais 
scientifique dans la spécialité choisie. 
CULTUREL ET METHODOLOGIQUE : 
Réaliser des exercices d’expression en 
lien direct avec le domaine d’étude. 

 

Aborder les 
CONTEXTES SPECIFIQUES 

X31 Anglais 
scientifique de 

spécialité 
 X32 Anglais 

professionnel 75 

 
LINGUISTIQUE : 
Revoir l’ensemble des fondamentaux 
linguistiques afin d’éviter les erreurs 
récurrentes.  
Les points de grammaire au programme 
sont définis dans ce but. 
CULTUREL ET METHODOLOGIQUE : 
Améliorer l’organisation des idées et la 
qualité de leur présentation, à l’écrit 
comme à l’oral. 

 X21 Anglais 
scientifique 

général 
 X22 Projet 65 

Revoir les outils 
FONDAMENTAUX 

X11 Anglais 
général  X12 Projet 55 

 
X11A010 PROGRAM 
Parts of the programme will not be dealt with directly in class: it is your responsibility to make sure you have 
studied everything. 
The grammar memos and civilisation handouts are available on Madoc. Corrections for all exercises and 
activities will also be published. 

- Grammar: articles, present, past, modals, conditional, question forms 
- Civilisation landmarks: Institutions US, Institutions UK, Punk Rock, Pop art in the US, Science 

Fiction, Education UK 
- Writing: Opinion, filling in a form, describing pictures, describing a process, letter writing 

You will also be expected to carry out activities related to the civilisation landmarks. Those are 
compulsory and not doing them will result in points taken off your average for the module. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
The module will be assessed in Continuous Assessment only (100% CC) 
You will be assessed through three in-class tests (Dates will be given later to each group): 

- Test 1 Reading comprehension + Language Tools + Glossaries + Landmarks 
- Test 2 Listening comprehension + Language Tools + Glossaries + Landmarks 
- Test 3 Writing + Language Tools + Glossaries + Landmarks 

This means that for each test, you need to know the Language Tools (as seen with documents of each unit), 
Glossaries and Civilization Landmarks up to the last unit covered in class and included in the test. 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is, of course, obligatory. Please remember to notify your group teacher (preferably in 
advance) if you cannot attend a lesson AND to fill in the questionnaire on Madoc. Please note that, if 
unaccounted for, absences will lead to direct penalty on your grade. 

 
VERY IMPORTANT: TESTS AND JUSTIFIED ABSENCES 
For ANY justified absence you will HAVE TO take a RESIT at the end of the semester (or get ZERO for the 
corresponding mark). 
To make sure you attend that resit, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to justify your absence on Madoc AND get 
in touch with the head of the module when you miss a test (laurie.labarbe@univ-nantes.fr) 

 
IMPORTANT: A NOTE TO NON-ATTENDEE STUDENTS (Dispensés d’assiduité) 
Assessment procedures for DA students are specific. If you take the in-class tests tests and have the DA 
status, your in-class test grades will NOT be taken into account, so if you do not sit the DA exam, you will 
get zero for the module. 
For any questions regarding the DA exam, contact christine.foucat@univ-nantes.fr. 
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Online Activities 
 
 

Compulsory activities: 

 

The civilization part (called Landmarks) must be prepared on Madoc. Landmarks are part 

of the online material you will have to work on this semester. It is YOUR responsibility to 

read and remember essential elements from them as they will NOT be directly studied in 

class, although your teacher may use them for in-class activities. 

Completing the corresponding activities on Madoc is compulsory (=obligatory), and not 

completing them will result in penalties at the end of the semester. 

 

Optional activities: 

 

Use the following link: http://madoc.univ-nantes.fr/course/view.php?id=31672 

or visit the English Online Training (EOT) Page on Madoc for useful grammar revisions, 

methodology advice and quizzes about science videos. 

 

Asterisks and difficulty levels: 

 

Most activities included in the course will be signaled with *one, **two or ***three asterisks 

to indicate the level of difficulty (* is the easiest and *** is the most difficult). 

There will be mostly two situations: 

- Three versions of the same activity: you choose the appropriate level. It should be 

challenging, but not so difficult that you feel you can’t do it. 

- One activity, but with several questions or exercises that have various difficulty 

levels: you do everything you can. Start with * questions, then move on to **, then, 

if you can, try to tackle the *** questions. 

If your English needs a little bit of work and you feel like you can only manage the * 

questions, that’s okay, do what you can, but always try to challenge yourself to 

progress. Try to set the ** level as your objective, even if it’s not for all activities. 
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EXTRA CREDIT (MAX. 2 POINTS) AND CONTRACTS – WRITING PRACTICE OR OTHER 

Over the course of the semester, you will be offered the possibility to do additional work for extra 
credit. These “Contracts” with your teacher will be rewarded with a maximum of 2 extra points on 
your grade for the semester. Various types of assignments can be selected by teachers for contracts 
that make you eligible for bonus points, for example: 

- Completion of the Back-To-Basics (“Module de soutien”) course on Madoc: English Online Training. 
- Very active participation in class activities 
- Turning in writing practice assignments (It is the most common type - See details below). 
- In-class presentations/reports on research prepared at home 

Due dates (= when you need to turn in your work) will be notified by your teacher. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITING PRACTICE ASSIGNMENTS: 

HAND-IN FORMAT 

All assignments have to be typed (typeface 12 with 1.5 line spacing). Do not forget to include a 
clear mention of your NAME and GROUP NUMBER (association + A or B). Use a free spellchecker 
(Like Grammarly.com, or your word processor’s). 

ASSIGNMENTS: You are free to choose the topic you want to write about 

1. GIVE YOUR OPINION: 
The city of Paris has recently introduced measures to gradually ban older, more polluting cars from 
city centres.  

What do you think about this type of regulation? (150 words +/-10%) 

2. FILL OUT A FORM: 
You are filling in a customer satisfaction form about the new alarm system you have bought for your 
home. Answer the following question in 150 words (+/- 10%) 

Would you recommend Burglar Watch to your friends? For what reasons? 

3. WRITE A SUMMARY: 
Using 150 words (+/- 10%), write a summary of the article from the Guardian “My Generation 
Review – Michael Caine on what the 1960’s were all about” (March 16, 2018) 

The article is available on the Guardian website, as well as on Madoc. 

4. DESCRIBING PICTURES: 
Choose and present a piece of artwork (visual arts, music, or other), saying what it means (to you) 
and why you think it is interesting. (150 words +/-10%) 

Include precise references to the work you choose to present. 

5. DESCRIBING A PROCESS: 
Using appropriate sequence words, explain how a typical day is organized for you at the 
university. (150 words +/-10%) 

6. WRITING A LETTER: 
You have decided to apply to a highly selective training program in New York City, which is also very 
expensive. In order to apply for special funding, write a letter to the NYC Council Committee on 
Education (250 Broadway, 14th Floor). Present your plans and perspectives, and try to convince the 
board of your motivation. (150 words +/-10%). 

7. ESSAY: 
Answer Joe Hanson’s question: How do we safely manipulate nature when we too are part of nature? 
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Objective: 
 
In this unit, you will be asked to give your opinion on a renewable energy project. 
 
Knowledge and skills: 
 
In order to do it, you will need a good knowledge of climate and energy (renewable energy and fossil fuels), 
politics and institutions, and the corresponding specific terms and ideas. 
You will also need the language skills to present quantities with articles, numbers and dates, as well as the 
present to describe the current state of something. 
Oral skills like the pronunciation of specific terms related to energy and climate, as well as intonation will also 
help you present your ideas convincingly. 
 
Supporting Material: 
 

Cultural landmarks: Institutions in the US 
Reading: Australia and its climate politics 

Video: Bill Nye – Trump and the EPA 

Language Tools: Articles, Numbers and Dates, the Present 

Writing skills:  Giving your opinion 

Speaking skills: Debating 

Glossary Environment, Energy: general and technical terms 
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 Sample landmark - Institutions and politics (US) 
o The U.S: A constitution-based federal republic 
The United States is a federal, representative, democratic republic, a union of 50 sovereign 
States and a federal district (the District of Columbia, which is the capital of the United States). 
The government is federal because power is shared between the local, state, and national 
levels; democratic because the people govern themselves and have the means to control the 
government; and it is a republic because the people choose elected representatives by free 
and secret ballot. 
The Constitution is the basic and supreme law of the United States. It prescribes the structure 
of the U.S. Government, provides the legal foundation for all its actions, and enumerates and 
guarantees the rights of its citizens. The Constitution was prepared by a convention of 
delegates in Philadelphia in 1787. 
The 27 amendments approved since 1791 are also an integral part of the Constitution. These 
include amendments 1 through 10, known collectively as the Bill of Rights, and amendments 
11 through 27, which address a wide range of subjects. The Bill of Rights is a series of 
constitutionally protected rights of citizens, such as the right to freedom of religion, speech, 
and press (Amendment I), or the right to keep and bear arms (Amendment II). 

o The separation of power and checks and balances 
The separation of powers and checks and balances are two fundamental principles underlying 
the Constitution. They work together to prevent a tyrannous concentration of power in any one 
branch. 
There are three branches of Government—legislative, executive, and judicial. In addition to 
this separation and independence between the three branches, the Constitution sets up 
checks and balances. For instance, the President can veto bills approved by Congress and 
nominates individuals to the Federal judiciary; the Supreme Court can declare a law enacted 
by Congress or an action by the President unconstitutional; and Congress can impeach and 
remove the President and Federal court justices and judges. Impeachment is the process by 
which the President, Vice President, and all civil officials of the United States may be removed 
from office for “Treason, Bribery, or other High Crimes and Misdemeanours.” 
The Congress of the United States is the legislative body of the Government, and consists of 
two Houses—the Senate and the House of Representatives. A Member of Congress is a 
person serving in the Senate or the House of Representatives. A Member of the Senate is 
referred to as Senator, and a Member of the House of Representatives, as Representative or 
Congressman or Congresswoman. 
The President has responsibility for the management of the executive branch. The President 
also holds the position of Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces. Under the 22nd 
Amendment, presidential tenure is limited to no more than two elected four-year terms. 
The President and Vice President of the United States are elected indirectly by the citizens 
through the electors. Electors are individuals who are elected by popular vote in each state in 
the November general election in Presidential election years. The electors then choose the 
President and Vice President by a majority vote. The electors are collectively known as the 
electoral college. 
As mandated by the Constitution, the Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court. 

o Political parties 
The US political landscape is divided in two: Democrats and Republicans. 
Traditionally, Republicans are against abortion, in favor of the death penalty, for cutting taxes, 
and want to privatize public services (especially education). 
Democrats are mostly opposed to all these ideas. 
 
Source:  http://www.4uth.gov.ua/usa/english/politics/files/ouramgovt.htm 
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1. Read the document once. Don’t be discouraged by the words you don’t know! You should be able to 
give a simple and general answer for the following question:  
What does the document deal with? 
 
2. Read the document again and highlight unknown words conveying the general meaning of each 
paragraph. Look for definitions using your smartphone. 
 
3. Read again and highlight the words and expressions now connected to the main topic developed 
in the document. In groups, discuss their meaning using the context (and your smartphone).  
 
4. Using the information from the first three paragraphs, fill in the chart to identify key dates and events.  

________________________ 

 
Constitution prepared by a convention of delegates in 
__________ 
 

 
Since 1791 
 

 
27 ______________________ approved 

 
 
___________ of Rights 
(amendments 1 to 10) 
 

 
Right to freedom of ___________________________ (I); Right to 
_________________________ (II) 

 
5. Read the paragraphs devoted to the separation of power and checks and balances and sum them up 
in the form of a diagram mapping only essential elements. Use arrows and relevant shapes. 
 
6. Sample questions you may get at the test! Answer them in the form of simple sentences in English. 
Try to answer them orally without looking at your notes.  

- What are checks and balances? 
- What are the two main US political parties?  
- What is the most important document of US institutions?  
- When and where was the Constitution prepared?  
- What is the Bill of Rights? 
- What is the First Amendment about?  
- Give three key adjectives to describe the political regime in the US.  
- What does “federal” mean?  
- Give two fundamental principles of the US Constitution.  
- What two Houses is the Congress made of?  
- How many states are there in the US?  

 
 
FOLLOW UP! 
What are the animals and colours used as symbols for the 
two main political parties in the US?  
 
EXTRA MATERIAL about the US Election 
FUN! NY Science Hall Presidential Mashup: 
http://nysci.org/making-america-love-math-again/ 
VOA guide to the US election: 
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/z/4722.html 
A PBS Educational Guide to the US election: 
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/election-
central-2016/?topic_id=2341 
PBS Resources for students and teachers: 
http://pbseduelectioncentral.com/   
                                    http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/tag/election-2016/ 
Election glossary: https://cdn.icivics.org/sites/default/files/Election%20Glossary_2015.pdf 
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PART 1: PREPARE 
I. ** Can you speak about the environment? Crosswords  

Note: some of the items are two words. 

 

 

1

2

3

4 5 6

7

8

9

10 11

12

13

14

15

EclipseCrossword.com

Across  
2. protecting, maintaining or improving natural 

resources, to keep them safe from 
destruction or degradation and conserve 
them for future generations 

6. destruction of forests to make land for 
agriculture 

8. the release or discharge into the air of 
pollutant substances such as gas or smoke 

9. an area designated to receive household 
garbage, solid waste and construction debris 

12. location where garbage, rubbish or waste is 
taken and just dumped, without 
environmental controls 

13. the process of minimizing waste by 
recovering materials and transforming them 
into new products 

14. rain mixed with sulphuric, nitric and other 
acids formed by gases released into the 
atmosphere when fossil fuels are burned 

15. a community of plants, animals and other 
organisms living in an area which 
provides what they need in order to 
survive 

 
 

Down  
1. a measure of the effect that human activities have on the 

climate 
3. a gradual warming of the earth's surface temperature 

reportedly caused by the emission of gases that trap the 
sun's heat in the earth's atmosphere 

4. gases that trap the heat of the sun in the earth's 
atmosphere, producing the greenhouse effect 

5. fuels such as oil, coal and natural gas 
7. the surroundings and external conditions that affect the 

growth and development of living things 
8. the study of the relationship of living things (plants, 

animals and humans) with each other and with their 
environment 

10. contamination of the air, water, or soil with substances that 
can cause harm to human health or the environment 

11. capable of being broken down or decomposed by natural 
biological processes 
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The Great Barrier Reef – Source: Creative Commons 

II. What do you know about politics?  
 

1. Civilization landmarks  

Throughout the semester, you will discover 6 different civilization landmarks, available on MADOC, that will 
give you some background knowledge and introduce you to new facts and cultural aspects. 
For this first unit, we strongly recommend that you work on Civilization Landmark #1 – US Institutions (on 
MADOC and enclosed to this handout) as well as Civilization Landmark #2 – UK Institutions. This will help 
you extend your vocabulary and knowledge for your practice exercises. 
 

2. * The vocabulary of politics  

How would you say these words in English? 
La politique  ________________________ Une politique _______________________ 
Homme politique ______________________ politique (adj) _______________________ 
Un porte-parole _______________________ un homme d’état ____________________ 
 

3. ** A short focus on Australia  

Do you know the main states and towns of Australia? 
States:  __ New South Wales __ Northern Territory  __ Queensland   __ South Australia   

__ Tasmania Victoria  __ Western Australia 
Cities:  __ Adelaide  __  Brisbane   __  Darwin __ Hobart  

__ Melbourne __ Perth __ Sydney __ Canberra  
Great Barrier Reef: Can you locate it on the map?

Source: 
https://monsieurboursier.fr/civilisation/
australia/australia-today1.htm 
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Reading - Australia is on fire, literally — and so are its climate politics 

By Denise Chow, adapted from NBC News, Dec. 18, 2019. 

More than 100 bushfires are raging in Australia: blazes across New 
South Wales and Queensland have scorched almost 7 million acres, 
and Australia experienced its hottest day on record Wednesday, 
when the average temperature across the country hit 105 degrees. 5 
The nation's woes are unfolding as Australia faces criticism for what 
have been described as its inadequate climate policies. 

Seasonal bushfires occur naturally in Australia, but hotter and drier 
conditions due to climate change have increased the frequency of 
fires and their severity, said Andy Pitman, a climate modeler at the 10 
University of New South Wales in Sydney. "There is an uncontroversial link whereby higher carbon dioxide 
levels in the atmosphere from climate change increase bushfire risk," Pitman said. "All other things being 
equal, a fire that occurs now will be worse than a fire that occurred 20 to 30 years ago." 

Trees play an integral role in the planet's carbon cycle by absorbing carbon dioxide as they grow. But research 
has shown that when vegetation dries out — as during hot and dry summer months — the increased amount 15 
of carbon dioxide acts as extra fuel for wildfires. Human activities, such as burning fossil fuels, release 
greenhouse gases that trap heat and raise surface temperatures, leading to an increase in the frequency of 
extreme heat events. Those heat waves, combined with dry conditions, are dangerous ingredients for 
bushfires. 

Bushfires are also problematic because they release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Australia's fires are 20 
estimated to have emitted 250 million tons of carbon dioxide already — nearly half of the nation's total yearly 
average emissions, according to NASA data.  

Those events have renewed focus on Australia's Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, who has refused to answer 
questions about climate change and their link to the fires. This stance seems symptomatic of Australia's 
complex history of climate change policy. Australia is the world's largest exporter of coal and its third-largest 25 
exporter of fossil fuels, after Russia and Saudi Arabia. Richie Merzian, who worked as a climate negotiator for 
the government for almost a decade, said those economic ties have shaped the country's climate policies for 
decades — and invite international criticism. "You can't be the largest exporter of coal, which is the largest 
source of greenhouse gas emissions when consumed, and not take any responsibility for that," Merzian said. 

In 2012, Australia's Labor Government introduced a carbon tax that helped the country reduce greenhouse 30 
gas emissions by about 1.4 percent by the end of its second year. But the policy was unpopular, and in 2014, 
the newly elected government repealed the tax. 

As one of the countries that ratified the 2015 Paris Agreement, a global pact aimed at reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions to fight climate change, Australia will join 187 other countries in pledging to meet its reduction 
goals next year. Australia has much at stake, with fragile ecosystems, such as the Great Barrier Reef, under 35 
severe threat from warming oceans and the country's bushfires. Still, it's difficult to be optimistic about the 
country's direction. 

"The Great Barrier Reef is a multibillion-dollar asset to Australia, and it's being sacrificed at the altar of carbon 
dioxide emissions," Pitman said. "It's really important to understand that decisions that need to be made on 
carbon emission are politically painful, and there is no one more skilled at avoiding difficult political decisions 40 
than politicians." 

PEOPLE VIEW SMOKE FROM SCATTERED BUSHFIRES 
IN THE BLUE MOUNTAINS IN KATOOMBA, AUSTRALIA, 
ON DEC. 4.BRETT HEMMINGS / GETTY IMAGES 
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I. Comprehension 
1. * Choose the correct answer  

a) The main objective of this article is: 
a. to report on Australia’s bushfires 
b. to raise awareness on the climate tragedy taking place in Australia 
c. to show the political responsibility of Australia’s government in terms of climate change 
d. to present alternative solutions to Australia’s climate policies. 

b) In the 1st paragraph, what are the two catastrophes that are presented (two answers)? 
a. Wildfires 
b. Drought 
c. Heat wave 
d. desertification 

c) In paragraphs 2&3, we learn that CO2 emissions: 
a. are as bad for the environment as bushfires. 
b. are responsible for more intense bushfires. 
c. have not increased in Australia in the past 20 or 30 years. 
d. are the result of human activities, while bushfires are a natural phenomenon. 

d) The article insists on how much Australia’s climate policies (§5-end): 
a. are shaped by Green lobbies. 
b. are imposed by international treaties and institutions. 
c. are linked to economic aspects. 
d. have preserved the Great Barrier Reef so far. 

 
2. ** Did you understand these details? 

a) What area of Australia had burned by mid-December 2019 (in km2)? ______________________ 
b) What was the average temperature during Australia’s hottest day (in Celsius)?  ________________ 
c) What’s Australia’s usual average emissions of CO2 per year?  _____________________________ 
d) Is Richie Merzian a member of Scott Morrison’s government?   YES  -  NO 
e) Was the carbon tax an efficient measure?     YES  - NO 
f) Is Andy Pitman optimistic about the future of the Great Barrier Reef? YES - NO 

 

3. Vocabulary:  * look for definitions/translations for these words in a dictionary.  
** rephrase these expressions in your own words, without using a dictionary. 

 
 
 

blazes have scorched (l.3)  
The nation’s woes are unfolding (l.6)  
to occur (l.8)  Fuel (l.16)  
economic ties (l.27)  a decade (l.28)  
pledging to meet its reduction goals next year (l. 34)  
Australia has much at stake (l. 35)  
it’s being sacrificed at the altar of CO2 emissions (l. 38)  

Not sure about some 
words? Check out the 

unit glossary at the 
end of this unit. 

*** Australian humour! 
Have a look at how The Juice Media 

covered the bushfires: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6B

mbvTvFQ3g 
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II. Language 
1. Numbers and dates 

A. * Identify some dates and numbers in the text and read them out loud. What is the format? 
B. ** The following numbers have been written out incorrectly. Correct the mistakes. 

a. 15: fiveteen 
b. 10,000: ten million 
c. 0.8: nought dot eight 
d. 148 596 123 365.489: one hudred and forty-eight billions, five hundred and ninety six 

million, one hundred and twenty-three thousand, three hundred and sixty-five slash four 
hundred and eighty nine 

C. *** “multibillion-dollar asset” *** 
a. Do you know why there is no plural form in this structure? 
b. Can you give other examples of the same structure?  
c. Complete the sentence, expressing the same idea as in the text: “The Great Barrier Reef 

brings ____________________________ dollars to Australia each year.” 
2. Verbs 

A. * Underline the conjugated verbs in paragraph 1&2, and identify the tense.  
B. * Choose between present simple and present continuous 

a. Bushfires happen/are happening every year in Australia. 
b. Firemen try/are trying to limit the ongoing bushfires. 
c. Tons of species live/are living in the Great Barrier Reef. 
d. This year’s temperatures threaten/are threatening the 

Great Barrier Reef. 
e. Andy Pitman fears/is fearing that global warming will be 

sacrificed. 
C. ** Fill in the gap, using the appropriate present tense. 

Environmental law groups in the US and Australia ______________________ 
(to push) Unesco to place the world heritage status of the Great Barrier Reef on an 
“in danger” list, incriminating the Australia government. But a spokesperson for the environment minister, 
Sussan Ley, ____________ (say) the government _________________________ (to be committed –deeply) 
to protecting the reef, through its Reef 2050 plan, which ________________ (to focus) on improving resilience 
to climate change. As a total the government______________________ (spend) $2.7bn on reef protection.

 Do you need 
more practice on verbs? 
Check out our Grammar 

Bank! 
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Video - Bill Nye the Science Guy: Trump and the EPA 

WHO 
Bill Nye “The Science 

Guy” is a famous 
American science 
popularizer (also 

known for his 
trademark bow tie. 

 

TEMPERATURE 
Most countries use 

degrees Celsius (ºC), but 
the US uses Fahrenheit 

(ºF). 

 

ACRONYMS 
EPA: Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

NOAA: National 
Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 

 

VOCABULARY 
Power plant 

Coal 
Drilling 

To sue, suing 
Greenhouse gases 

 
5. Bill Nye thinks that renewable power could create a few jobs. 
6. The current administration supports the EPA’s work. 
7. Scott Pruitt has a history of trying to counter the EPA. 
8. Federal regulations are necessary to make sure companies respect the environment. 

*** Open questions 

9. What is the problem with the fossil fuel industry? 
10. How did Exxon engineers react when Bill Nye 
suggested using resources to go into the energy business 
(tidal, geothermal)? 

 

 

 . In the winter of 2016, Arctic temperatures were… 
 

 
 

   

  
a) Smog density. 

 
 ffi c disruption. 

 

    
a) getting it    

 
   

 

  
a) Local production of energy. 

 
 

   

 

*** Going further 
Here is the address of the initiative that 

Bill Nye mentions in the video: 
http://thesolutionsproject.org/why-

clean-energy/. 
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PART 2: PRACTICE – The wind farm project 

I. * Speaking  
Prepare a short speech presenting your viewpoint on the windfarm project. Check that you know how to 
pronounce the technical words you use. Do not hesitate to use prompts from the “Defend your point of view” 
toolkit page.  
Read your text to the group, trying to convince them to follow your vision. 

II. **/*** Debating  
• City council 

The mayor is a fervent believer in renewable energies —
the deputy mayor and council will therefore stand up for 
the project! 

• Opposition 

There are many flaws in the proposed plan (including the 
fact that you hate the mayor!!). 
 
Think about your own arguments and be prepared to 
counter your opponents’. 

• Audience 

You are not very sure which side you are on. 
Think about the issue and be prepared to ask questions. 
 
 
 
 
ON THE AGENDA 
 

 

1. Project 
presentation with city 

council. 
2. Over to the 
opposition. 

3. Project 
presentation with city 

council. 
4. Vote. 

 

• As you all know, it is 
high time we [V-ed] 

• This project is a 
tremendous / terrific 
/ extraordinary 
opportunity for our 
city to… 

• Our intention is to… 
• The city will benefit 

from… 

• Although this project 
may seem… in reality 
it will bring nothing 
but… 

• It is our 
understanding that 
you intent to… 

• It is highly doubtful 
that… 
 

• How come …? 
• Have you evaluated / 

appraised the…? 
• Isn’t there any 

other…? 
• How do you plan to / 

intend to…? 
• What can we expect 

in terms of…? 

• Aye (yes) 
• No 

Your community is considering building a large wind farm to engage in the global fight 
against climate change. 

Choose your level of challenge! 
** Prepare some notes that you may use 

during debate. 
*** Prepare ideas but try not to use any 

notes during the debate. 
 

In the glossary 
(technical terms), 
you will find some 
useful terms for 

your presentation. 
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III. Writing - email 
Write an email to your local representative to ask for more information about 
that, and express your concern (if it is the case). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

The windfarm project has been adopted. Unfortunately, you have just heard that one 
windmill would be built less than 500 yards from your house. 

Choose your level of challenge! 
* Use the semi-guided email provided on 

MADOC. 
**Refer to the email guidelines when writing. 

Don’t hesitate to work in pairs! 
*** How much political lingo can you use in 

your email to reach your objective? 
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Glossary – Environment and Energy 
General terms */** (adapted from www.preparation-toeic.fr) 

Anglais Français mudslide la coulée de boue 

acid rain la pluie acide natural conservatism la préservation de la 
nature 

atmosphere l’atmosphère nuclear power l’énergie nucléaire 
bio-fuel le biocarburant nuclear waste les déchets radioactifs 
black tide la marée noire oil spill marée noire 
carbon dioxide 
emissions 

les émissions de dioxyde 
de carbone organic biologique 

carbon footprint l’empreinte carbone organic farming l’agriculture 
biologique 

clean energy l’énergie propre pollutant le produit polluant 

climate change les changements 
climatiques polluter le pollueur 

coal le charbon power plant, power 
station la centrale électrique 

crop-spraying l’utilisation de pesticides 
sur les cultures preservation la sauvegarde 

deforestation la déforestation radioactive waste les déchets radioactifs 
drought la sécheresse recyclable recyclable 
dump la décharge renewable renouvelable 

earthquake le tremblement de terre renewable energy les énergies 
renouvelables 

ecological disaster la catastrophe écologique shortage la pénurie 
ecological footprint l’empreinte écologique soil le sol 
ecosystem l’écosystème solar energy l’énergie solaire 

endangered species l’espèce en voie de 
disparition sustainable durable 

energy consumption la consommation 
d’énergie to pollute polluer 

environmental policy la politique écologique to recycle recycler 
environmentalist écologiste to reprocess retraiter 
environment-friendly, 
eco-friendly écologique to save energy économiser l’énergie 

fossil energy l’énergie fossile to sort out trier 

global warming le réchauffement 
climatique (de la planète) to thaw dégeler 

greenhouse effect l’effet de serre to threaten menacer 
hydraulic power plant la centrale hydraulique to waste gaspiller 
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Technical terms **/*** (© Wikipedia, Livescience and Google) 

ELECTRICAL GRID  
An electricity network consisting of generating 
stations that produce electrical power, high voltage 
transmission lines that carry power from distant 
sources to demand centers, and distribution lines 
that connect individual customers. 
 
POWER STATION, GENERATING STATION or 
POWER PLANT  
an industrial facility for the generation of electric 
power. Most burn fossil fuels to generate electricity, 
while others use nuclear power or renewable 
energy. 
 
FEASIBILITY STUDY  
an assessment of the practicality of a proposed 
project or system. 
 
WIND TURBINE  
a machine that converts kinetic energy created by 
wind into electrical energy. 
 
ROTOR, BLADE  
Horizontal Axis Wind Turbines have 3 blades 
attached at a common horizontal axis in the form of 
a rotor. 
 
OFFSHORE  
situated in seas or oceans, in the context of wind 
farms generally not far from a large landmass on 
the continental shelf. 

MICRO-SITING  
the precise location of wind farms to maximize 
production potential. 
 
DEVELOPER the company who creates the wind 
farms 
 
OPERATOR  
the company who runs and maintains the wind 
farms. 
 
BRIBE (v, n) to dishonestly persuade someone to 
act in one's favour by a gift of money (a bribe) or 
other inducement. 
 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS any release of 
a gaseous compound capable of absorbing 
infrared radiation, thereby trapping and holding 
heat in the atmosphere and ultimately causing the 
“greenhouse effect”. 
 
CARBON FOOTPRINT  
the total amount of carbon dioxide released into the 
atmosphere as a result of the activities of a 
particular individual, organization, or community, 
expressed as a carbon dioxide equivalent. 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
 the approval needed for construction or 
expansion (including significant renovation) in 
some jurisdictions 

 

 

2 Solar Panel 
1 Offshore wind turbine 
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Fingerprints – Image from Shutterstock 
 
Objective: 
 
In this unit, you will be asked to fill in an official form to report a crime. 
 
Knowledge and skills: 
 
In order to do it, you will need a good knowledge of crime, punishment, the corresponding specific terms and 
some investigation techniques. 
You will also need the language skills to tell someone about something that happened in the past, adjectives 
to describe circumstances accurately, and, at intermediate level, an ability to appropriately choose between the 
various grammatical tenses of the past to report or ask questions about past events. 
Oral skills required will focus on clarity, to ask questions or answer them efficiently. 
 
Supporting Material: 
 

Cultural landmarks: Institutions in the UK 

Reading: Online Sexism and the Bystander Project 

Video: 3D Scanning Technology In Murder Investigation 

Language Tools: Past and Present, Adjectives 

Speaking skills: The crime witness 

Writing skills Filling a form 

Glossary: Crime and Punishment 
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PART 1: PREPARE 
I. Are you a crime expert? Word search 

 
** How many of the 20 hidden words can you find in the grid? 
Do you know them all? 
 

1.  2.  3.  4.  

5.  6.  7.  8.  

9.  10.  11.  12.  

13.  14.  15.  16.  

17.  18.  19.  20.  
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* Finding it difficult? 
The list of all the hidden words is on MADOC. 

You can use it to find the missing words. 
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II. Crime in the news: COVID-19 crimes 

1. Observe this document and discuss the following questions with your classmates. 

 
 

a) * Explain what these 5 forms of criminality consist in. 
b) ** Why do you think Covid-19 has increased these forms of criminality? 
c) *** Going further: have a look at Interpol’s webpage on COVID-19 cyber threats 

(https://www.interpol.int/en/Crimes/Cybercrime/COVID-19-cyberthreats ). Which recommendation(s) 
would you prioritize?  

 

III. Before you read the article: online sexism. 
a) *What forms do you think online sexism takes in social media? 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

b) ** A bystander  is a person who is present during an 
event/incident but does not take part. List the actions 
that you think a bystander should take when 
witnessing online sexism.  
_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

c) *** Go on the internet and look for statistics: what part of the population has experienced a form of 
online abuse in the social media platforms?  
________________________________________________________ 
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Reading - Online sexism targeted in world-first 'bystander' project 
from The Guardian, Thu 31 May 2018 

 

The Victorian1 government is funding a world-first project to address 
sexual abuse and violence against women online through a program 
that will train people to call out sexism and aggression on the internet. 
The project is an alliance between a number of domestic violence and 5 
women’s advocacy organisations including Gender Equity Victoria, 
Domestic Violence Victoria and Women’s Health Victoria. 

Last year the UN special rapporteur on the promotion of freedom of expression, David Kaye, said “online 
gender-based abuse and violence are undeniably a scourge, and governments and companies should be 
taking action against it”.  10 

But Gender Equity Victoria’s manager, Jacinta Masters, said governments had not known where to start to 
tackle online violence against women. “For a long time the internet has been seen as too big or too 
overwhelming,” she said. 

“But it is imperative we make sure women’s voices aren’t silenced. We hope this project will particularly 
strengthen the voices of women from LGBTIQ2 and migrant and refugee communities, as well as the voices 15 
of women who don’t conform to dominant ideas of femininity, because we know they’re the ones who are so 
often targeted and silenced. A lot has been done in workplaces to tackle sexism but these methods haven’t 
really been trialled before on social media.” 

Masters said women were tired of waiting for major social media platforms like Facebook, Reddit and Twitter 
to address the targeting of female users and stamp out pages and users promoting revenge porn and 20 
misogyny.  

The project being led by Gender Equity Victoria will work with moderators at media organisations to help them 
understand the gendered nature of violence. But a major part of the initiative, Masters said, would be 
empowering online “bystanders” to speak up and call out sexism. 

“We want ethical internet users to, when we see abuse online, to feel able to intervene,” she said. “This project 25 
is about supporting people who believe in equality and respect towards women to get behind and support 
women who receive online abuse. Often bystanders feel ill-equipped to do this or are worried about saying the 
wrong thing, so we will support those people to get the skills they need.” 

Victoria’s minister for women and minister for the prevention of family violence, Natalie Hutchins, on Thursday 
announced $400,000 in funding for Gender Equity Victoria, and a further $114,000 for the Active Bystander 30 
project. “We need to take the lead from brave women who call out sexism and sexual harassment online, and 
ensure those who speak out are supported,” Hutchins told Guardian Australia. “This project is a significant 
step in addressing the sexist commentary which women continue to endure online.’’ 

An Amnesty International report published in March found 9% of 1,100 British women surveyed thought Twitter 
was doing enough to stop violence and abuse against women, while 78% felt that sharing their opinion would 35 
lead to being targeted with abuse. Amnesty found women reported stress, anxiety and panic attacks as a result 
of these harmful online experiences.

                                                   
1 Victoria is a state in south-eastern Australia. Victoria is Australia's most densely populated state and its 
second-most populous state overall. Most of its population lives in the metropolitan area of its state capital and 
largest city, Melbourne, Australia's second-largest city. (adapted from Wikipedia.com) 
2 Initialism of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender/transsexual, intersex and queer/questioning. 
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I. Comprehension 
1. * General comprehension 

a) Which of the following is NOT true about the Bystander project? 
a. It is internationally funded; 
b. It is an Australian initiative; 
c. It means to tackle sexist behavior online; 
d. It aims at involving ordinary people in the fight against abusive comments. 

b) Who has launched this project? 
a. The Australian government 
b. A website 
c. Some campaign groups 
d. The United Nations 

c) Which of these will NOT be part of the project? 
a. It will encourage people who witness online sexism to stand up against it. 
b. It will encourage women to press charges. 
c. It will help media moderators become more aware of gender issues. 
d. It will educate people about online sexism. 

d) Why is the project mainly targeting major social media? 
a. They refuse to address the issue 
b. They are too slow addressing the issue 
c. They are actively discriminating women 
d. They promote revenge porn and misogyny 

 
2. ** Did you understand these details? 

a) Who has launched the project described by The Guardian? _____________________________ 
b) Jacinta Masters considers that the Australian government is unwilling to address the issue. 

   YES  -  NO 

c) Still according to Masters, who are the most likely to suffer from harassment? _________________ 
d) In professional contexts, Masters explains that nothing has been done about sexual harassment.

          YES  - NO 
e) According to Masters, often people fail to react because they lack knowledge about how to 

proceed.        YES - NO 
f) How much will the state funding for the project amount to? _____________________________ 
g) How many British women declared they feel Twitter does enough to stop harassment? _________ 

 
3. Vocabulary:  * look for definitions/translations for these words in a dictionary.  

** rephrase these expressions in your own words, without using a dictionary. 
 

abuse (l.3)  
to call out (l.4)  
a scourge (l.9)  
to tackle (l.12)  
trialled (l.18)  
to stamp out (l.20)  
to take the lead (l.31)  

 

*** Express your opinion! 
Do you think social media should do more 

to fight against online sexism? What 
actions would you favor? Express your 

ideas in a 200-word essay.  
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II. Language 
1. Adjectives 

A. * Read the text l. 29 (“we need…) to l. 31 and underline the 
adjectives. What are the two rules that are essential to 
remember about simple adjectives? 

B. ** Compound adjectives. Identify in the text the 3 compound 
adjectives and explain their meaning. How are they formed?  
 

Line Adjective Construction Meaning 
    
    
    

C. ** Can you think of other examples of compound adjectives? (*** Try never to use the same form 
twice.) __________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Verbs 

A. * Observe: what tenses are used in the 2 following sentences from the article? Can you explain the 
difference? 

ü A lot has been done in workplaces to tackle sexism but these methods haven’t really been 
trialled before on social media. (l.15) 

ü Amnesty found women reported stress, anxiety and panic attacks as a result of these harmful 
online experiences. (l. 34) 

B. ** Choose between past and present 
perfect.  

The Australian government _____________ 
(be) aware of online sexism for a while now, but 
it ________________ (only-become) a national 
cause in 2018, when several reports 
____________________ (be published). Most 
of the reports that _____________________ 
(be published) so far insist on the impact online 
sexism _______________ (have) on women’s 
behaviors. In 2017, 33% of women in the 
US__________________ (declare) they had 
experienced online abuse, and the figure 
________________________ (not decrease) 
since.  And 41% of these women said that 
online abuse _____________ (make) them feel 
physically threatened at least once.  
______________________________ (you -
ever –witness) online abuse? If so, what 
_________________ (happen) and how 
___________________ (you – react)?

 Do you need 
more practice on 

adjectives? Check out 
our Grammar Bank! 
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Video - 3D scanning technology helped murder investigation 
 

 Choose your level of difficulty for the listening exercise ! 
* video with subtitles **  subtitles only once  *** no subtitles 
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PART 2: PRACTICE – The crime witness 

 

I. Speaking  
* Pair work 

In pairs, invent the crime story and prepare your 
statement. Then work with another team for the 
interview. (Team A: police – Team B: witnesses).  
Exchange roles once you have finished the 
interview. 
 

** Ready to improvise? 
Use the elements you were given to imagine your 
story. Do not write down any notes. Then move on 
to the interview. (Student A: police – Student B: 
witness).  
Exchange roles once you have finished the 
interview.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Writing  
As the police officer who interviewed the witness, you 
now have to fill in the police report (next page). Make 
sure that you include all the details that you were told.  

You have attended a crime, and you are going to have to report 
what you saw to a police officer. Do not forget to include the 

prompts that you are given (cards or other) in your story. Source: creative 
commons 

** Grammar tip ahead! 
Don’t forget to use compound 

adjectives.  
“I saw a gloomy-looking, grey-

haired, red-eyed wizard....” 

* Language prompts: questions police ask witnesses 

ü Could you describe the suspect? 
ü I will need to get a statement from you. 
ü How long ago did this happen? 
ü If you think of anything else, please notify us. 
ü … 

** Grammar tip ahead! 
The crime you will write about 
is over. Make sure to use past 

tenses, and not the present 
perfect! 
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.  
 
 

  Source : https://www.examples.com/business/witness-
statement.html  
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Glossary – Crime and Punishment 

Types of crime  

CRIME DEFINITION 
abduction/ 
kidnapping 

taking a person to a secret location using force 

armed robbery using a weapon to steal 
arson setting fire to a place on purpose 
assault hurting another person physically 
attempted murder trying to kill someone (but failing) 
burglary, 
breaking and entering 

going into another person's home or business with force 

child abuse injuring a child on purpose 
domestic violence physical assault that occur within the home 
drug trafficking trading illegal drugs 
drunk driving driving after having too much alcohol 
fraud lying or cheating for business or monetary purposes 
hijacking holding people in transit hostage (usually on a plane) 
murder/ homicide taking someone's life through violence 
shoplifting stealing merchandise from a store 
smuggling bringing products into a country secretly and illegally 
speeding driving beyond the speed limit 
terrorism acts of crime against a group (political/religious) or another country 
theft stealing 
torture extremely cruel and unfair treatment (often towards prisoners) 
vandalism damaging public or private property (for example with spray paint) 
white collar crime breaking the law in business 

Types of punishment 
PUNISHMENT 

(example of offence) 
DEFINITION 

traffic ticket 
(speeding, parking) 

leaves marks on driving record/involves paying a 
fine 

license suspension 
(drunk driving) 

driving rights are removed for a certain period of 
time 

fine 
(hunting out of season) 

pay money as punishment for minor/petty crime 

house arrest 
(an offender who is waiting to go to court) 

remain in one's home for a certain period of time 

community service 
(a youth that steals a car for the first time) 

do volunteer work such as teaching children 
about crime or cleaning up garbage 

jail time 
(a man who assaults another person) 

spend a certain amount of months or years locked 
away from society 

life in prison (life sentence) 
(a woman who commits a homicide) 

spend the rest of one's life in prison with no 
chance of going back into society 

 
Source: https://www.englishclub.com/english-for-work/police-crime.htm 
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The Guggenheim Museum (Photo by Batiste Pannetier) 
Objective: 
 
In this unit, you will be asked to describe a work of art. 
 
Knowledge and skills: 
 
In order to do it, you will need a good knowledge of the various forms of art, with the specific terms corresponding to 
different forms, in particular visual arts and music. 
You will also need the language skills to describe an image, connecting form and meaning, and, at intermediate level, 
an ability to use modals to explore meaning and express your own perspective. 
Art itself often serves a greater cause: oral skills like intonation will also help you convince your audience when 
defending a cause, and modals will help you express your point of view, as well as what you think should be done. 
 
Supporting Material: 
 

Cultural landmarks: Pop Art, Punk Rock 
Reading: Edvard Munch’s The Scream Needs Physical Distancing 
Video: Robert Redford on the Sundance Festival 
Language Tools: Modals, Articles, Questions, Describing an image 
Speaking skills: Standing up for a cause 
Writing Skills: Describing a work of art 
Glossary: Cinema and Music 
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PART 1: PREPARE 
I. * Can you describe an image?  

 

 Fill in the missing words and prepositions. 

 
 

II. *** Fieldtrip: a virtual visit to a museum 
Many great museums now offer virtual tours of their galleries. Select one of the following museums 
and go online to have a look at their exhibited rooms and works of art. 

a) Select the museum of your choice between the following: 
- Modern & Contemporary Art: the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao 

(https://artsandculture.google.com/project/guggenheim-bilbao ) 
- Classic Art: London’s National Gallery 

(https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/google-virtual-tour ) 

 

b) During your tour, choose one work of art that you find 
particularly interesting. Prepare a short presentation 
of the work of art and the reasons why you chose it. 
Be ready to present it to your classmates. 
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 Not inspired? You can find even 
more museums and artworks 
through the Google Arts and 

Culture project. 

https://artsandculture.
google.com/partner   
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III. ** Talking about movies: can you match the following posters 
to the corresponding synopsis?  
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Reading - Edvard Munch's The Scream needs physical distancing 
By Daniel Boffey, The Guardian, Mon 18 May 2020  

 It is a masterpiece that seems to speak to the later horrors of war in the 20th 
century and even the anguishes of the 21st. Now Edvard Munch’s The 
Scream has another claim on modernity, after it emerged that an oversight 5 
by the artist means the 1910 version of the work needs to practise some 
physical distancing. 

An international consortium of scientists seeking to identify the main cause 
of deterioration of the paint has discovered Munch accidentally used an 
impure tube of cadmium yellow which can fade and flake even in relatively 10 
low humidity, including when breathed upon by crowds of art lovers. The 
result is that Munch’s initially bright yellow brushstrokes have turned to an 
off-white colour in the painting’s sunset and in the neck area of the central 
angst-ridden figure. The thickly applied opaque yellow paint in the lake above 
the figure is also flaking away from the canvas, which was stolen in 2004 and 15 
recovered two years later. 

“It turned out that rather than use pure cadmium sulphide as he should have done, apparently he also used a 
dirty version, a not very clean version that contained chlorides,” said Prof Koen Janssens from the University 
of Antwerp. “I don’t think it was an intentional use – I think he just bought a not very high level of paint. This is 
1910 and at that point the chemical industry producing the chemical pigments is there but it doesn’t mean they 20 
have the quality control of today.” 

Scientists from Belgium, Italy, the US and Brazil took part in the investigation. They initially tested whether 
reducing the painting’s exposure to light may be key to protecting it from further deterioration.  “But it turned 
out that the light is not really very harmful so it doesn’t make sense to reduce light levels below the normal 
one,” Janssens said. “You have to start working with the relative humidity in the museum, or isolate the public 25 
from the painting, or painting from the public, let’s say, in a way that the public can appreciate it but they are 
not breathing on the surface of the painting.” He added: “When people breathe they produce moisture and 
they exude chlorides so in general with paintings it is not too good to be close too much to the breath of all the 
passersby.” 

The discovery of the painting’s fragility was made through luminescence imaging of the canvas to see where 30 
the paint was behaving differently, analysis of tiny fragments of paint in Munch’s brushstrokes and in an original 
tube of cadmium yellow he used. Janssens said: “When you illuminate the painting with UV light, what comes 
back is some kind of orange light in some locations, and there the paint is in not so good a condition. We tried 
to figure out why. This orange luminescence seemed to be associated to degradation.” 

In early 20th-century paint production, cadmium sulphide was produced at times through a reaction between 35 
cadmium chloride and sodium sulphide. One theory is that chloride-containing compounds, such as cadmium 
chloride and cadmium hydroxychloride, may have been left behind in the paint as a result of an incomplete or 
badly executed reaction. 

It is hoped that changing the circumstances in which the 1910 version of The Scream is displayed will slow 
down the degradation, but there is nothing that can be done for water damage clearly visible in its bottom-left 40 
corner. Munch painted four versions of The Scream between 1893 and 1910. The 1910 painting was left with 
a dirty brown water mark when it was stolen by two masked gunmen in a daytime raid on 22 August 2004, 
before being recovered in 2006. Three men received prison sentences, two of whom were ordered to pay 
£66m in damages. 

Original title: Edvard Munch’s The Scream needs to practise physical distancing, say experts. 45 
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I. Comprehension 
 

1. * Choose the correct answer  
a) Why are scientists studying Munch’s painting? 

a. They expect to understand the techniques used by Munch. 
b. The color found in the painting is unique in art. 
c. They are trying to find the causes behind the deterioration of the painting. 
d. They want to create a copy as the original was stolen. 

b) What elements did scientists mostly focus on during their research on the painting (two answers)? 
a. Temperature 
b. Light 
c. Humidity 
d. Oxidation due to pollution 

c) What do we learn about cadmium yellow in the article (2 answers)? 
a. In 1910, the chemical industry could not produce pure cadmium sulphide. 
b. Cadmium sulphide may contain chlorides if the reaction is incomplete. 
c. Cadmium yellow was so expensive that Munch chose to buy a cheaper pigment. 
d. If it is impure, cadmium yellow turns into a whiter shade when exposed to humidity. 

d) What did the team of scientists recommend after the investigation? 
a. To reduce light to a minimum. 
b. To limit the number of visitors per day. 
c. To store the painting away from visitors. 
d. To find a way to prevent visitors’ breath from reaching the painting. 

 

2. ** Did you understand these details? 
a) How is the article referring to the COVID-19 pandemic? ___________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
b) What is the problem caused by the breath of visitors in museums? __________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
c) Apart from cadmium yellow, what also caused the deterioration of the painting? ______________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
d) How many versions of The Scream are there today? ______________________________________ 

 

3. Vocabulary:  * look for definitions/translations for these words in a dictionary.  
** rephrase these expressions in your own words, without using a dictionary. 

 
An oversight by the artist (l.5-6)  
seeking (l.8)  
to flake (l.10)  
brushstrokes (l.112)  Off-white (l.13)  
the angst-ridden figure (l. 14)  
passersby (l. 29)  To figure out (l.34)  
compound (l. 36)  To display (l. 39)  
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II. Language 
1. Verbs 

A. * Identify the conjugated verbs in paragraph 2, and their tenses.  Referring to Unit 1 & Unit 2 if 
necessary, justify the use of these tenses. Note: one verb is used with a modal form. 

Verb Tense Justification 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
B. Can you identify the other modal forms in the text?  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Question forms  
** Write questions about the underlined parts of these sentences. 

a. Scientists from Belgium, Italy, the US and Brazil took part in 
the investigation.  

_______________________________________________________? 

b. Munch painted four versions of The Scream between 1893 
and 1910. 

_______________________________________________________? 

c. Two of the armed robbers were ordered to pay £66m in damages. 
___________________________________________________________? 

 
3. Articles 

** The following excerpt from Physics World presents the same ideas as the article you just studied, with 
more scientific details. Read the text and choose the appropriate article. 

 
Edvard Munch’s painting The/Ø Scream is often described as an/the ultimate expression of the anxiety-

ridden existence of modern man, but after more than 110 years, this/these evocative artwork is showing 
its/his age. The degradation is especially severe in areas where Munch used Ø/the cadmium-sulphide 
(CdS)-based pigments, and the/that painting has become so delicate that it is rarely exhibited, remaining 
instead in a/the protected storage area in a/the Munch Museum in Oslo, Norway. An/some international 
team led by the/Ø researchers at the National Research Council (CNR) in Italy have now used in-situ non-
invasive spectroscopic and synchrotron X-ray techniques to show that moisture is a/the main cause of the 
degradation. The team’s work could help conservation experts develop new conservation strategies to better 
preserve this and many/much other works of art. 
 

 Do you 
need more practice 

on questions and 
articles? Check out 

our Grammar Bank! 
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Video - A sense of place: Robert Redford on Sundance  

 

 

Robert Redford  
One of America’s most 

influential actor, director 
and activist. Can you 
name one movie he 

starred in or directed? 

 

Sundance Institute is 
a non-profit 

organization founded 
by Robert Redford 
committed to the 

growth of independent 
artists. 

 

The Sundance Film 
Festival is an annual 
film festival. It takes 

place each January in 
Utah and is the largest 

independent film 
festival in the US. 

1. What does Robert Redford explain about choosing to settle in Utah? 

A. LA was too big B. LA had been 
destroyed by the war 

C. LA had been 
transformed by the post 
war eco boom 

D. LA was too close 
to the sea 

2. When did Redford buy his two acres in Utah? 
A. 1941 B. 1951 C.1961 D.1971 
3. What does Redford say about choosing a place in “pure nature”? 
A. that it might attract 
more people 

B. that it might boost 
creativity 

C. that it would create a 
community 

D. that it would bring 
two things together 

4. Which of the following does Michelle Satter NOT mention? 
A. family B. community C. generosity D. imagination 
5. What did Redford ask from experienced film people? 
A. that they sponsor the 
event 

B. that they attend 
film viewings 

C. that they come and 
act as mentors 

D. that they advertise 
the event 

6. Which of the following is NOT true? 
A. everyone appreciates 
a helping hand 

B. it’s great to give 
somebody an 
opportunity 

C. mentors are never 
challenged 

D. humility is a key 
element 

7. How did the Lab lead to the idea of a festival? 
A. to allow emerging 
artists to express 
themselves 

B. to develop the 
artists’ skills C. to bring in revenue 

D. there was not 
enough space for all 
artists 

8. What did Redford realize after 5 to 6 years? 
A. that the event would 
be financially 
autonomous 

B. that there was in 
fact no audience for 
this 

C. that authors would 
come once a year 

D. that the location of 
Park City was ill 
chosen 

9. Which of the following does Redford NOT mention as a consequence of globalization on 
the festival? 

A. the festival went 
international 

B. film creation 
became a cultural 
exchange 

C. Sundance Channel 
was created in 1996 

D. the festival was 
renamed in 1991 

10. How does Redford react to the notion that Sundance is the fruit of a vision? Who did he 
primarily want this for? 

A. for this community B. for himself C. for authors 
D. it was something 
he had never 
imagined 

Choose your level of difficulty for the listening exercise ! 
* video with subtitles **  subtitles only once  *** no subtitles at all 
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PART 2: PRACTICE – Describing documents 

I. * Speaking : Picture this! 
Pair work:  
Student A picks a card without showing it to student B. 
Student A describes the picture to student B as accurately as 
possible. Student B draws what student A is describing.  
After that, exchange your roles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
II. **/*** Standing up for a cause 

Art is often a means to denounce, or to raise awareness. What 
cause would you stand up for? Prepare a 1-minute speech to 
defend the cause of your choice. Choose an artistic support 
(music/cinema/fine arts…) to back your speech and make it even 
more convincing! 
 
 

III. Writing – picture description

Choose and present a piece of artwork (visual arts, music, or other), saying what it means (to you) 
and why you think it is interesting. (150 words +/-10%) 

Include precise references to the work you choose to present. 
  

How good are you at describing images?  

Choose your level of challenge! 
** Prepare some notes that you may use 

during your speech. 
*** Prepare ideas but try not to use any 

notes during your speech debate. 
 

Student A describes the picture... …and student B tries to draw it! 

Your work 
of art... 
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Glossary – Describing An Image 
* Describing an image (adapted from www.anglaisfacile.com) 

    Les différentes parties d'une image 
 

  Les différentes sortes d'images 
 in the middle  au milieu 

 
 a photograph  une photographie 

 in the centre  au centre 
 

 a painting  un tableau 
 at the top  en haut 

 
 a drawing  un dessin 

 at the bottom  en bas 
 

 an advertisement  une publicité 
 on the left side  à gauche 

 
 a poster  une affiche 

 on the right side  à droite 
 

 the cover of a 
book 

 la couverture d'un livre 

 in the background  dans l'arrière-
plan 

 
 a map  une carte 

 in the foreground  au premier 
plan 

 
 a scene from a 
film 

 une scène d'un film 

 in the top left-hand 
corner 

 en haut à 
gauche 

 
 a chart / a graph  un graphique 

 in the top right-hand 
corner 

 en haut à 
droite 

 
 a cartoon 
(drawing) 

 un dessin humoristique 

 in the bottom left-hand 
corner 

 en bas à 
gauche 

 
 a strip cartoon  une bande dessinée 

 in the bottom right-hand 
corner 

 en bas à 
droite 

 
 a speech bubble  une bulle de bande 

dessinée 

 
** Useful phrases to describe images (adapted from tacopiedanglais.over-blog.com) 

 
o Introducing the document 

o It comes from ... / It is an extract from ... / It is taken in ...  
o It is an advertisement for ... / It is to advertise a product which … 
o It could be seen in ... / on ... 
o ... published in (+ name of newspaper / magazine ) on + date ...  
o It is a shot from a film entitled ..., directed by ..., staring ...,set in ..., etc.  
o It was drawn by ... / painted by ... / taken by ... / made by ...→ ... a painter / a 

photographer / a cartoonist / an advertiser etc.  
 

o Describing the document 
o To begin with ( pour commencer ), I'll briefly describe the layout ( Organisation ) of 

the document / page. 
o It consists of ... / It is composed of ... / It is made up of ...  
o There is a ... title / slogan / text / photograph / drawing / cartoon / chart / Pie-chart 

( Diagramme en secteur ) / graph ( Graphique ) / map / plan / diagram / 
Sketch ( Schéma ) / Caption ( Légende ) / Bubble ( Bulle)...  

o It shows ... / It represents ... / in this photo, we are shown ... / We can see ... 
o It is a close-up ( Un gros plan ).  
o The scene takes place in ... / The setting ( Le Cadre ) ... 
o It is seen from a distance ( Vu de loin ) / from afar ( De loin ) / from above ( De 

dessus ) / From below ( Par en dessous ) / from the rear ( De derrière ) ...○ At the top 
of the page ( En haut ) / at the bottom of the page ( En bas)
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Glossary - Cinema and music 
(adapted from www.anglaisfacile.com) 

 
*/** Jobs in cinema 

a director  un metteur en scène, un 
réalisateur 

a producer  un producteur 
an extra un figurant 
a screenwriter un scénariste 
a camera 
operator 

un cameraman 

a make-up 
artist 

un maquilleur 

a costume 
designer 

un costumier 

a propsmaster un accessoiriste 
a stuntman un cascadeur 
the lead/main 
actor/actress =  

l'acteur principal/l’actrice 
principal 

* Movie genres 
a thriller un film à suspense 
a war film  un film de guerre 
a western Un western 
a love story Une romance 
a crime story  une histoire criminelle 
a horror-film  un film d'horreur 
a sci-fi un film de science-fiction 
a comedy Une comédie 
a drama un film dramatique 
a cartoon un dessin animé 
a musical Une comédie musicale 

** miscellaneous 
to direct mettre en scène 
to shoot tourner 
to be released  sortir (au cinéma) 
a set un plateau de tournage 
credits le générique 
a part/a role un rôle 
to dub doubler 
a blockbuster un film à gros budget 
a masterpiece un chef-d'œuvre 
the script le scénario 

 
*/** Music – general terms 

les 
instruments à 
cordes  

 String instruments 

Les 
instruments à 
clavier  

 Keyboard instruments 

Les 
instruments à 
vent (bois)  

 woodwind instruments 

Les 
percussions  

 Percussion instruments 

écouter de la 
musique  

 to listen to music 

jouer d'un 
instrument  

 to play an instrument  

enregistrer   to record 
chanter   to sing 
le public   the audience 
concert   concert  
chanson 
d'amour  

 love song 

hymne national   national anthem 
symphonie   symphony 
chanson   song 
morceau   track 
voix   voice 
partition 
musicale  

 music score 

temps / rythme   beat 
harmonie   harmony 
paroles   lyrics 
mélodie   melody / tune 
note   note  
rythme   rhythm 
gamme   scale 
être accordé ; 
chanter juste  

 in tune 

être 
désaccordé ; 
chanter faux  

 out of tune 

**/*** Expressions related to music 
For a song   pour rien ou très peu 

cher. 
Like a broken 
record 

 qqun qui répète les 
mêmes choses encore et 
encore 

to blow your 
own trumpet 

 se vanter fièrement de 
ses propres talents  

a jam session  jeu de musique 
improvisé 

to call the tune  prendre des décisions 
importantes et avoir la 
situation bien en main 

and all that 
jazz  

 et tout le reste 

to strike a 
chord  

 faire vibrer une corde 
sensible, émouvoir 

to play by ear   improviser 
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The Tardis from Doctor Who 
 
 
Objective: 
 
In this unit, you will be asked to describe a futuristic/science-fiction process. 
 
Knowledge and skills: 
 
In order to do it, you will need a good knowledge of science-fiction, its history, its specific terms and ideas. 
You will also need the language skills to describe steps of a process, adverbs to describe accurately, and, at 
intermediate level, an ability to use the passive voice and the conditional. 
Oral skills like the pronunciation (sci-fi specific or more generic terms) and intonation will also help you 
communicate your work to your partners. 
 
Supporting Material: 
 

Cultural landmarks: Science Fiction 

Video: When Science Fiction becomes science fact 

Reading: How 3D Printing Actually Works 

Language skills: (Chrono)logical connectors, adverbs, passive voice, 
Conditional 

Speaking History of Science-Fiction 

Writing skills: Describing a Process 

Glossary: Science-fiction concepts 
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PART 1: PREPARE 
 

Video - When Science Fiction becomes Science Fact 
Source : http://www.itsokaytobesmart.com/ 

 
 
INTRODUCTION – Before Watching 
 

1. Sci-Fi: what examples of science-fiction books/films/games do you remember 
reading/watching/playing? 

 
2. * Listening and recognizing words you know: in the following words, how do you 

pronounce the underlined vowel? ** Which syllable is stressed/accented? 
§ Library  
§ Satellite 

§  Isaac  
§ Radar  

 
3. Vocabulary: what do these words or phrases correspond to? 

* To do sthg at a cost of […] = it ………………… […] to do sthg  
* “Relay” sounds like the French word ………………. But how do you pronounce the 
English word? ……………………… 
* The plural of mouse is …………………. 
* To get something wrong is to………………………………………. 
* A degree in [biology, math…] is a …………………................ 
** “lb”/”lbs” is the abbreviation for a unit. Which one? ………………………............ 
** By + date (e.g. By 2025, we will…) means: ………………………………………............ 
*** No-one can hold a candle to [someone] = no-one……………………………………… 

 
SCI-FI AUTHORS AND THEIR PREDICTIONS - Part 1 
1. */** What did ISAAC ASIMOV predict in 1988?   
 
2. ** What is the difference between “Science science” and “Science-fiction”? 
 
3. * Compare JULES VERNE’s prediction vs actual facts. 
[Note: an adjective is typically modified by an adverb: “This is reallyADV goodADJ!”] 
 
Date: [In 1865, he predicted that we ** …………… send astronauts to the moon.] 
It happened in 1969, so …………………………… a hundred years later. 
Mission’s name: [Prediction: Columbiad] -> Columbia. He was ………………………. 
Weight: [P: 20,000 lbs (pronounced “Twenty …………………………”)] -> 26,000lbs. He was 
……………………. 
Cost: [P: $12.1 billion] $14.4 bn. It was close …… the actual cost. 
 
 

* List 3 examples. For each example, list 2-3 elements that show that it belongs to the science-fiction 
genre. 
** Pick one example and sum it up in ~3 sentences that present the plot (~story) and why it belongs 
to the science-fiction genre. 
*** In a few sentences, explain why many critics view science-fiction as being more than just dumb 
entertainment. 

 



UNIT 4 Science & Fiction - Video 

 
41 

4. * Choose the correct answer. 
 

4.1. What did Mark Twain predict in 1898? 

A. the Internet B. laptops C. smartphones D. micro chips 

4.2. What prediction by Douglas Adams became a fact?  

A. intergalactic travel B. earphones C. Facebook D. tablets 

4.3 This device would be used as a ***………………………… to store the galaxy’s **…………………………… 

and **………………………. 

 
ARTHUR C. CLARKE 
 

5. *** Sci-Fi Trivia: “Siri, Can you open the pod bay doors please” is a quote [Original: 
“Open the pod bay doors, please, HAL”] extracted from ……………………………………, and 
HAL 9000 is the “superior form of ………………………………” supposedly used by Arthur C. 
Clarke in his predictions.  
 

6. ** Choose the correct answer. 

6.1 What did Arthur C. Clarke’s article deal with?  

A. extra-terrestrial life B. extra-terrestrial 
relays C. the Clarke Orbit D. radars 

6.2 The “Hugo award”, named after Hugo Gernsback, is…  

A. a teaching award B. a scientific award C. a literary award D. a research award 

6.3 When did Robert Heinlein predict screensavers? 

A. 1911 B. 1916 C. 1953 D. 1961 

6.4 In which novel did Ray Bradbury predict flat screen TVs?  

A. Fahrenheit 415 B. Fahrenheit  
451 C. Fahrenheit 145 D. Fahrenheit  514 

 
ISAAC ASIMOV 
 
7. ** Some of his 1964 predictions became true in 2014, other didn’t. Give examples. 
[Note: to express something that was considered the future at some point in the past, use 
“would”, not “will”: In 1980, people thought we would have flying cars]. 
 
a. Ex: Robots would still need improvement. 

b. People would use ………………………… energies, 

but not ……………………………. 

c. We …………………………… to drive our car 

ourselves ……………………. 

d. A robot …………… ………………………… the surface 

of Mars (= ………………………………… mission). 
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SCI-FI AUTHORS AND THEIR PREDICTIONS - Part 2 
 
PHILIP K. DICK 
8. **/*** Fill in the transcript: 
‘Philip K. Dick is a decidedly more (1) ……………….. predictor of the future, but he too was often (2) 
………………... Maybe it’s not all sunshine and roses out there. Minority (3) ……………….. Precogs had been 
related by some to modern efforts to use (4) ……………….. in the (5) ……………….., Total Recall-level memory 
implantation is nowhere close to being real, but (6) ……………….. in (7) ……………….. suggest that (8) 
………………..to (9) ……………….. neurolinkage is not complete fiction. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 
predicts a world full of (10) ……………….. engineering  and human-like (11) ………………. ……….……….., and in 
A Scanner Darkly he predicted a level of high-tech (12) ……………….. surveillance that I think we wish wasn’t 
fiction. But I love the NSA, the NSA is my friend…’ 

H.G. WELLS 
9. ** What did he predict?  
The (1) ……………….., automatic (2) ……………….. ……………….. (in 1899), the (3) ……………….. ……………….. 
in scary details and all the radioactive (4) ……………….. (in 1914) down to the nuclear (5) ……………….. 
involved, ……………….. warfare, (6) ……………….. communications, (7) ……………….. overpowering 
humans, (8) ……………………….., genetic (9) ………………….. 
He is called ‘(10) ………………..………………..………………..………………..’.  
 
CONCLUSION 
10. * What is the common point between these Sci-Fi authors?  
………………..………………..………………..………………..………………..………………..………………..……… 
11. * Fill in the chart:  

NAME TRAINING 
Isaac Asimov PhD in ………………..……………….. 
Arthur C. Clarke Degrees in ……………….. and ……………….. 
H.G. Wells Degree in ……………….. 

 
12. ***According to Isaac Asimov, what separates science from humanity?  
………………..………………..………………..………………..………………..………………..………
………..………… 
 
 
 
 
  PRACTICE your WRITING SKILLS!  

1. Write a comment you could send 
to Joe Hanson.  
* Can you think of some Sci-Fi 
predictions become reality he might 
have missed? 
** What makes some Science fiction 
so good at predicting the future?  
2. **/*** In about 150 words, answer 
Joe Hanson’s question:  
How does man safely manipulate 
nature when he too is part of nature? 

ORAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS: EXTRA QUESTIONS 
* Research online, then summarize 
** Research online, then summarize from memory 
*** Try to answer and explain using your knowledge 
and your own words, without online research 

1. * What is SIRI?  
2. ** What is Watson?  
3. * Can you list the Sci-Fi movies mentioned in 

the video? Have you seen some of them?  
4. * What is Gallifrey?  
5. *** Who was Carl Sagan? 

 

FOLLOW UP 
http://www.openculture.com/2014/11/mark-twain-predicts-the-internet-in-
1898-read-his-sci-fi-crime-story-from-the-london-times-in-1904.html 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSIKBliboIo 
http://www.itsokaytobesmart.com/ 
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Reading - How 3D Printing Actually Works 
Designing an Idea 

[…] It all starts with a concept. The first stage of 3D printing is laying out an original idea with 
digital modeling — that is, with computer aided design (CAD) or animation modeling software. 

Whichever program you choose, you're able to create a virtual blueprint of the object you want 5 
to print. The program then divides the object into digital cross-sections so the printer is able to 
build it layer by layer. The cross-sections essentially act as guides for the printer, so that the 
object is the exact size and shape you want. Both CAD and animation modeling software are 
WYSIWYG graphics editors — "what you see is what you get." 

If you're not particularly design-inclined, you can purchase, download or request ready-made 10 
designs from sites like Shapeways, Sculpteo or Thingiverse. 

Once you have a completed design, you send it to the 3D printer with the standard file extension 
.STL (for "stereolithography" or "Standard Tessellation Language"). STL files contain three-
dimensional polygons that are sliced up so the printer can easily digest its information. 

 15 

The 3D Printing Process 

Now for the fun part. The first thing to note is that 3D printing is characterized as "additive" 
manufacturing, which means that a solid, three-dimensional object is constructed by adding 
material in layers. This is in contrast to regular "subtractive" manufacturing, through which an 
object is constructed by cutting (or "machining") raw material into a desired shape. 20 

After the finished design file is sent to the 3D printer, you choose a specific material. This, 
depending on the printer, can be rubber, plastics, paper, polyurethane-like materials, metals and 
more. 

Printer processes vary, but the material is usually sprayed, squeezed or otherwise transferred 
from the printer onto a platform. One printer in particular, the Makerbot Replicator 2, has a 25 
renewable bioplastic spooled in the back of the device (almost like string). When the printer is told 
to print something, it pulls the bioplastic filament through a tube and into an extruder, which heats 
it up and deposits it through a small hole and onto the build plate. 

Then, a 3D printer makes passes (much like an inkjet printer) over the platform, depositing layer 
on top of layer of material to create the finished product (look closely — you can see the layers). 30 
This can take several hours or days depending on the size and complexity of the object. The 
average 3D-printed layer is approximately 100 microns (or micrometers), which is equivalent to 
0.1 millimeters. Some printers, like the Objet Connex, can even deposit layers as thin as 16 
microns. 

Throughout the process, the different layers are automatically fused to create a single three-35 
dimensional object in a dots per inch (DPI) resolution. 

 

Pushing Innovation 
It's clear that 3D printing has the potential to transform several industries. Take the health field — 
medical professionals have used 3D printing to create hearing aids, custom leg braces and even 40 
a titanium jaw. 

Last year, a team of researchers, engineers and dentists created the world's first prosthetic beak 
for a wounded bald eagle. NASA has tested 3D printers that will let Mars-bound astronauts print 
what they need as they travel. 

Creating 3D-printed meat could fill the human need for protein while having less of an impact on 45 
the environment. The KamerMaker is a 3D printer large enough to print entire rooms. […] Could 
3D printing eventually change the world and even make mass manufacturing obsolete? We'll 
have to wait and see.  

 

Adapted from a mashable.com article written by Matt Petronzio on Mar 28, 201350 
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** Vocabulary 
Match the following words from the text with their definitions 

Words from the text Definitions 

1. Lay out (l.3) A. A sheet of material, typically one of several, covering a surface or 

body (2nd paragraph) 

2. Blueprint (l.5) B. A small round mark or spot 

3. Layer (l.7) C. In its natural state, not yet processed [Food: uncooked] 

4. Raw (l.20) D. Tough elastic substance made from the latex of a tropical plant 

5. Rubber (l.22) E. Design plan, technical drawing, model 

6. Fused (l.35) F. Headed toward [Place], going in the direction of [Place] 

7. Dots (l.36) G. Joined, blended or melted to form a single entity 

8. Mars-bound (l. 43) H. Arrange or set out on a page, a surface… 

 
Language tools about processes 

1. Key words for sequencing 

In the first part of the document (“Designing an idea”), find words or phrases that indicate: 

* The initial step of the process: it all starts with… or ……………………………………………………………….. 

** The next step of the process: …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

** The goal / objective of a step of the process: …………………………………………………………………….. 

* A condition for a certain step, or a hypothesis: …………………………………………………………………… 

*** A step that begins only when certain conditions are met: …………[The condition is met]…. 

 

What other key words can you think of that would be useful if you have to write about 
a process? (you can use the rest of the text to help you if necessary): 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………… 

2. * The use of the passive voice 

In the second part of the document (“The 3D printing process”), find all the examples of the passive 
voice. The passive voice is extremely frequent in describing a process and will be highly appreciated in 
your papers if you have to write about it.

1. is characterized 

2.  

3. (same as 2) 

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  
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4. * The use of adverbs 

Find 4 adverbs in lines 24-36 and see how they help give useful details about the given situations. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………… 

** Re-use one of these adverbs in a sentence: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. ** Rewrite the following paragraph using structuring keywords, adverbs and the 
passive voice. (examples of adverbs: meticulously, carefully, neatly…) 

Someone chooses a computer program and creates the blueprint of an object. The program 
divides the object into cross-sections. The printer uses the cross-sections to build the object 
layer by layer. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………… 

 

 
A 3D printer. Source: Creative Commons 

 

[Note: typical adverb formation: Adjective + -ly = Adverb. Great (ADJ) +ly = greatly (ADV). 
Adverbs can also take a lot of other forms like very, quite, or little by little…] 

In case you forgot… 

 
On MADOC, you will find 

more grammar exercises and 
lessons in our Grammar 

Bank. 

OPTIONAL SPEAKING: TABOO! LANDMARKS EDITION 
IN GROUPS OF 4 TO 6 (2 TEAMS) 

• IN TURN: pick a card (individually). You have to make other players guess what 
is on the card without using the words printed below. 

• THE POINT goes to the team which guesses first. 

• THE TEAM with most points wins! 
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Part 2: Practice - Describing a process / Sci-Fi 
 
SPEAKING: TYPES OF SCI-FI BY SHIP 

 
Vocabulary toolbox 

• It looks /seems like… 
• Generally /Usually… 
• If [the ship is…], then… 
• It may be because… / It probably is a… / It 

is likely that… / It could be… 
• It is some version of… 
• It takes place on a…/ The characters will 

be… 

• A spaceship / starship / spacecraft 
• A (flying) saucer 
• A liner (usually luxurious ships used on a 

regular line) 
• Parts of a ship: the engine, the living 

quarters…the captain and officers direct 
operations from the bridge 

• FTL travel = Faster Than Light travel 

 
WRITING - SCI-FI TUTORIAL 
 
You live in the future, and you are making a 
tutorial to explain how to operate a device / 
machinery / futuristic vehicle or how to do a 
certain job that does not exist in the present. 
 
* The process you are explaining takes ~5 steps. 
** The process takes ~10 steps 
*** The process takes ~10 steps, and the person you are explaining it to is from the early 
2020s and was just awakened from cryo-sleep, so you need to take this factor into account in 
your explanations. 
 
Once you are ready: 
Present your process to your neighbors, who will give then you 
feedback. You can also e-mail each other your preparations. 
In each group of 3-4 students who compared their work, you will 
decide which preparation / presentation wins awards in the 
following categories: 
 
 

In pairs, choose one type of ship (picture next page) and explain to your partner what type of Sci-Fi you think it 
corresponds to. Your partner will tell you if they agree or disagree, if they have other ideas… 
Then move on to another type of ship and try to find a better, more detailed explanation than the first time. 

 

Choose your level! 
* read / ** explain / *** explain 
without reading your notes 

Need some help ? 
Read the “Describing a process – Toolbox” 

below and use the structures 
Remember the Science-Fiction landmarks on 

Madoc 
The future can be the year 2050, 2100, 

2500…use your imagination and let it go wild! 
 

• Visionary: best idea for a futuristic process, imagination and attention to detail 
• Scientist: most logical structure (order, connections) and clearest explanation 
• Linguist: best language quality (including passive voice…), most accurate vocabulary 

(including adverbs…) 
• Orator: best oral presentation (audience awareness, intonation…) 
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DESCRIBING A PROCESS – TOOLBOX 
 
Infinitive of purpose 

§ In order to understand how the machine works, you have to read the instructions. 
§ To enable the CDs to be printed, a master copy is necessary. 
§ To see if the two methods gave the same measurement, the experiment was 

conducted in exactly the same conditions. 
§ To measure X, a question asking ...... was used. 
§ To determine whether it was possible, a scientific protocol was established. 

 
Other phrases expressing purpose 
FOR + Noun! 

§ For the purpose of height measurement, subjects were asked to stand. 
§ For the estimation of protein concentration, 100 µL of protein sample was mixed with 

the solution. 
 
Typical verbs (note use of passive form) 

§ Data analysis was performed using SPSS 8.0. 
§ The experiments were carried out over 2 weeks. 
§ The subjects were asked to pay close attention. 
§ Blood samples were obtained from 256 patients. 

 
Sequence words/phrases 

§ Prior to this experiment, documentation was necessary. 
§ At the beginning of the process, a large amount of material is fed into the machine. 
§ First, the elements have to be sorted according to size. 

o In a first time 
o ≠ At first it was only a plank, now it’s a snowboard. 

§ After collection/ Once the collection was completed, the samples were shipped back to 
the lab. 

§ Following this, the samples were recovered and stored. 
§ The lump is then weighed again before being sent to the next stage. 
§ Finally, it is packed and ready for shipment. 
§ In the end, the measurement tool was found to be quite efficient. 

o To finish ü 
o For finish 
o For to finish 

 
Adverbs of manner 

§ The material will be updated gradually in accordance with new experimental effects. 
§ Manually configuring Windows Firewall in Windows XP Service Pack 2 is not too 

complicated. 
§ A medical procedure is performed aseptically if it is free or freed from contact with 

pathogenic micro-organisms.  
§ The lenses are gently lifted from the support. 
§ Each piece of equipment is carefully selected so as to guarantee optimal quality. 
§ Newtonian gravity accurately describes the motion of the planets around the Sun. 

 
Passive verb + using (instruments) 

§ Fermentation in a winemaker is carried out using large stainless steel tanks. 
§ Aluminum foil is made from a large block of aluminum that is thinned out using many 

very large presses. 
§ Using small polyhema disks, soft polymer contact lenses fabrication implies a long 

and complex process. 

I.  
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Glossary - Science-Fiction Concepts 

 
Adapted from https://www.writerswrite.co.za/a-complete-glossary-of-terms-for-science-fiction-
writers/ 
 
A.I. / Artificial Intelligence. These are human-
created intelligent beings that live in a virtual 
environment such as on a 
computer. Hal from 2001 is iconic in this regard. 
Alien. A creature not from Earth. Or at least not 
from where your protagonist is from. 
Android from the Greek, meaning like a 
human. These are artificial life forms that are 
constructed to resemble a human and act like 
one. They can be made from any material even 
organic material like flesh. Not to be confused 
with a Golem, which is a magical equivalent. 
Beaming Technology. Beaming technology 
fires a high energy beam of light in a straight line 
from point A to point B. It can be used as a 
weapon like a phaser or it can be used to 
transport matter, like a teleporter. 
Colony World. Science Fiction is obsessed 
with spreading human civilisation throughout 
the galaxy. Just as often these colony border 
planets are destroyed by a mysterious force that 
your hero needs to investigate. 
Credits. Your protagonist will need money. 
Why not use the most common science fiction 
term of all and have them spend credits at the 
local cantina. 
Force Fields, Energy Shields. These will 
protect your ships and some people will even 
have personal ones. Shields on star ships are 
measured in percentages. 
Hyper Space. A way to travel quickly between 
two points in space by passing through another 
dimension – usually subspace. 
Intergalactic. Between galaxies. 
Inter-Planetary. Between planets. 
Interstellar. Between stars. 
Parallel Worlds. This is when your character 
interacts with another dimension often like their 
own with perhaps a minor difference, for 
example, everyone is evil. For a really good 
lesson on parallel worlds read The Long 
Earth by Stephen Baxter and Terry Pratchett. 
Ray Gun, Blaster, Phaser, Heat Ray… These 
are all examples of handheld side-arms used in 
science fiction to show that you are “in the 
future”. 
Sentient Beings. These are any beings, 
organic or otherwise, including artificial 
intelligences that can feel. 
SF. A pretentious shortening of Science Fiction. 
This form is only used by unbearable snobs to 

try to see if you are one of them. 
Star Base, Space Station. Bases of operation 
in space. Like a Wild West town, they can be 
interesting meeting places for a variety of 
characters. They are often too far away from the 
core to send for help and some suffer 
lawlessness. 
Techno-Babble. Nonsense words used to 
explain improbable technological events. Such 
as “re-route power to the forward flux capacitor” 
or “Literally anything said in Star Trek: 
Discovery” 
Technocracy. A civilisation based around the 
worship of technology. This can be religious in 
a traditional sense or simply a strong reliance in 
technology such as is seen in the Star 
Trek franchise. 
Terraforming. This is the process of turning a 
planet into an environment that is suitable for 
life. 
Time Travel. This is an event caused by a 
machine or natural object such as a black hole. 
This will transport your protagonist to the past 
or future. Alternatively, it will move them to 
another time-line. 
Tractor Beam. Your star ship will need a way 
to move objects out of the way or trap enemy 
ships. The Tractor Beam merely exists as a plot 
convenience. Without it, Han Solo would have 
flown away from the Death Star. 
Trans-Human. Used in much the same way as 
Post-Human but is technically the in-between 
stage of humanity and post-humanity. For 
example a person becoming a cyborg is Trans-
Human. 
Utopian Societies. Some science fiction 
civilisations have moved past the need for 
money. They live in a society that values art and 
ethics above material wealth. 
Warp Drive, Hyper Drive, Quantum 
Drive and FTL (Faster Than Light) Drive. 
These refer to the engines used to move star 
ships through or under space at FTL speeds. 
Warp Speed. A form of FTL. Warp capable 
ships create fields of energy around them to 
travel through space by warping the fabric of 
reality. 
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Graduation Cap Toss 
 
Objective: 
 
In this unit, you will be asked to write a letter about a year you have spent studying abroad. 
 
Knowledge and skills: 
 
In order to do it, you will need a good knowledge of higher education, its specific terms and current issues such as its 
cost, the problem of the burden of student debt and the impact it has on students and the economy. 
You will also need the language skills to describe specifics of education in English-speaking countries, as well as being 
familiar with the format of letter writing. 
 
Supporting Material: 
 

Cultural landmarks: Education in the UK 
Video: Drowning in Debt – U.S. Student Loans 
Language Tools: Letter format 
Critical Reading (Language): Reading and identifying mistakes 
Writing Skills Letter writing 
Glossary: Higher Education 
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PART 1: PREPARE 
 

I. **/*** The cost of education  
a)  Research: How expensive is education?  

In groups, try to guess or find how much you would pay for your higher education in the 
following countries: 

Australia 

 

Finland 

 

France 

 

Ireland 

 

UK 

 

US 

 

$.................... €.................. €…………… €…………… £…………… $............... 
 

b) Debate: 

What do you think about the increasing university fees in France? Write a few lines 
expressing your own opinion and then take notes of your colleagues’ perspectives  below. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

II. */** Diplomas around the world  
a)  Research: What will you obtain at the end of your studies?  

In groups, fill in the following table with the various diplomas in the following countries: 

 Australia 

 

France 

 

Ireland 

 

Spain 

 

UK 

 

US 

 

Secondary 
school 

      

University  
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b) Expressing your opinion:  

Where would you spend a gap year/year abroad? Explain your choice below (50-100 words 
max.) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you always dreamed of spending one 
semester or one year abroad? 

 
You should definitely have a look at the 

university’s exchange programmes! 
https://sciences-techniques.univ-

nantes.fr/international/etudier-a-l-etranger/  
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Video - Drowning in debt: U.S. student loans  
 

 

Listen to the recording and answer the following questions.  

1. True/false questions. Justify your answer.  
a. Most students at Cal State University Northridge are in debt:  

i. True…………………………………………………………………………………………………  
ii. False………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

b. Higher education is becoming cheaper, but student debt is rising.  
i. True…………………………………………………………………………………………………  
ii. False………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

2. Answer the following questions or complete the following sentences.  
a. Katherine Luna is the first in her family to…………………………………………………… (2 

words)  
b. What is she doing to deal with her debt? ……………………………………………………………….. 
c. Where does Ed Madrano’s debt come from? …………………………………………………………  
d. At what level is he now studying? ………………………………………………………………………. 
e. How much debt does he still have? …………………………………………………………………….. 

3. Answer the following questions or complete the following sentences.  
a. The average number of loan per student is 3.7, ……………………………………… (3 words) 

ten years ago.  
b. Student loan counsellors think it is still worth the investment because it 

……………………………………… (2 words) in the form of …………………………………… 

………………………………………. (4 words).  
c. Many millenials are ……………………………………… (2 words – explain) buying homes 

because of debt.   

Remember! 
 

* with subtitles 
** with subtitles once 
*** no subtitles at all 
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PART 2: PRACTICE 
 

I. **/*** Spot the mistakes  
Now YOU are the TEACHER!!  
You are reading one of your students’ writing practice describing the following picture. But there 
are many mistakes (20) that you need to correct. Let’s see how many you can find! 
 

 
Source: starecat.com 

 
This image is a photograph taken by Bob on the twenty-nine of october 2017. It was 
probably publish in a newspaper or magazines, and in the background it show a zombie 
whose limbs are coming apart, while a mad professor and her assistant are watching 
from the left hand side of the image.  
We can see a dark castle in the top right corner surrounded with white birds. The doctor 
is François Hollande, current president of France, and the hunchback assistant is Angela 
Merkel, the German president. 
The monster is wearing a tee-shirt representing Europe, and he has some flags of 
European countries on his trousers. Greece and Italy are glued to his shoes, maybe 
because their economies are bankruptcy. He has already lose an arm (England) and it 
seems that Catalonians is breaking away from Spain. Some pumpkins, graves and 
crosses is scattered all over the picture, giving the scene a happy atmosphere…

* Finding it too difficult? 
 

Log on to MADOC for a version 
with highlighted mistakes. 
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II. */** letter writing  
Writing assignment (250-300 words): 
You are living as an exchange student in the UK or the US. 
You are now finishing the first year of college there, and you are writing a letter/email to 
a friend in France, telling her/him about what you have studied during the year, and how 
it was different from studying in France. You can also say a few words about life in the 
UK or US, and how it is different from France, but the most important part is to describe 
what you have studied. 
Be specific about your studies, but don't hesitate to make it personal as well! 
 

OPENING FORMULAE CLOSING FORMULAE 

Used when the person is not personally known to you 

Dear Sir 
Dear Madam 
Dear Sir or Madam 

Yours faithfully 

Used when the person is known to you personally 

Dear Mr/Mrs/Ms 
Dear Professor Joanes 

Yours sincerely 
 

To acquaintances and friends 

Dear Alison Kind regards 

To family or close friends 

Dear Victor 
My dear Elizabeth 
Dear mum and dad 
Dearest Steven 

With love, from 
Love, from 
Yours 
All the best 
Much love, as always 

 
Standard letter layout 

 

  YOUR ADDRESS 

Address of the person you 
are writing to 

  

  DATE 

OPENING FORMULA   

   
LETTER BODY 

   
CLOSING FORMULA   
   
SIGNATURE   
   
First name and surname in 
print (unless informal) 
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Glossary - Education Terms  
 
Academic degree: A degree is any of a wide range of status levels conferred by institutions of higher 
education, such as universities, normally as the result of successfully completing a program of study. 

Assessment: The process of documenting, usually in measurable terms, knowledge, skills, attitudes and 
beliefs. 

Curriculum: The set of courses and their contents offered by an institution such as 
a school or university. In the U.S., the basic curriculum is established by each state with the 
individual school districts adjusting it to their desires; in Australia each state's Education Department 
sets the various curricula. 

E-learning: An approach to facilitate and enhance learning through, and based on, both computer and 
communications technology. Such devices can include personal computers, digital television, tablets 
and mobile phones. Communications technology enables the use of the Internet, email, discussion 
forums, collaborative software and team learning systems. 

Exchange student: A student who temporarily goes abroad and lives with a host family in a foreign 
country, and attends school there. That host family often also sends a child of theirs abroad, usually to 
the same country as the student they are hosting. The main purpose of exchange programs is to 
increase cultural understanding, both for the student and the people in the host country he/she comes 
into contact with. 

First-year (also previously called “freshman”) / sophomore / junior / senior: Years 1-4. E.g. A 
sophomore student is a 2nd-year student. 

Gap year: Also known as a sabbatical year, is typically a year-long break before or after 
college/university during which students engage in various educational and developmental activities, 
such as travel or some type of regular work. 

Grade (US) / Mark (UK): level indicating the quality of a student’s work (A to F, percentage…) 

Grad(uate) school: division of university offering advanced programs beyond the bachelor’s degree, 
like Master’s and PhD (≠Undergrad(uate) school: up to the bachelor’s). -> Grad(uate) student ≠ 
undergrad(uate) student. [See also: Postgraduate Education and Tertiary Ed.] 

Higher education: Education provided by universities and other institutions that award academic 
degrees, such as community colleges, and liberal arts colleges. 

Internship: A period of work experience offered by an organization for a limited period of time. 

Notetaking: The practice of writing pieces of information, often in an informal or unstructured manner. 
Notetaking is an important skill for students, especially at the college level. Computers, 
particularly tablet PCs and personal digital assistants (PDAs) are beginning to see wide use as 
notetaking devices. 

Postgraduate education (or Quaternary education): The fourth-stage educational level, and follows 
the completion of an undergraduate degree at a college or university. Graduate school is an example of 
quaternary education; some consider masters-level degrees as part of tertiary education; some 
consider postdoctoral positions to be quaternary education while others consider them to be jobs. 

Problem solving: Forms part of thinking. It occurs if an organism or an artificial intelligence system 
does not know how to proceed from a given state to a desired goal state. It is part of the 
larger problem process that includes problem finding and problem shaping. 

Public education: Schooling provided for the general public by the government, whether national or 
local, and paid for by taxes, which leads to it often being called state education. Schools provided under 
such a system are called public schools in many countries, but in England the term "public school" refers 
to an elite of privately funded independent schools which had their origins in medieval schools funded 
by charity to provide education for the poor. 
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Research: Often described as an active, diligent, and systematic process of inquiry aimed at discovering, 
interpreting and revising facts. This intellectual investigation produces a greater understanding of 
events, behaviors, or theories, and makes practical applications through laws and theories.  

Rubric (academic): In education, a rubric is a set of criteria and standards linked to learning objectives 
that is used to assess a student's performance, such as on a paper, project, or essay. 

Science fair: Generally a competition where contestants create a project related to science or some 
scientific phenomenon. Science fairs usually are involved with children and schooling; however, the 
term can be used to describe science fairs independent of the age of the contestants involved. They are 
often also combined with competition in mathematics or history. 

Skill: An ability, usually learned, to perform actions. 

STEM fields: The Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields are 
collectively considered core technological underpinnings of an advanced society. In many forums 
(including political/governmental and academic) the strength of the STEM workforce is viewed as an 
indicator of a nation's ability to sustain itself.  

Student loans: Loans offered to students to assist in payment of the costs of professional education. 
These loans usually carry lower interests than other loans, and are usually issued by the government. 

Student organization: A voluntary association of students at institutions of secondary and higher 
education for a specific legal purpose. Such organizations are often sponsored through and receive 
funding from a student government. 

Syllabus: A document with an outline and summary of topics to be covered in a course. It is often either 
set out by an exam board, or prepared by the professor who teaches the course, and is usually given to 
each student during the first class session. 

Tertiary education: (also referred to as third-stage or third level education) The educational level 
following the completion of a school providing a secondary education such as a high school, secondary 
school, or gymnasium. Tertiary education is commonly higher education which prepares students for 
a quaternary education. 

Colleges and universities are examples of institutions that provide tertiary education. The term Tertiary 
education can also be used to refer to vocational education and training. 

Training: Refers to the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes as a result of the teaching of 
vocational or practical skills and knowledge and relates to specific useful skills. It forms the core 
of apprenticeships and provides the backbone of content at technical colleges or polytechnics. Today it 
is often referred to as professional development. 

Tuition: A fee charged for educational instruction especially at a formal institution of learning. Tuition 
is charged by educational institutions to assist with funding of staff and faculty salaries, course offerings, 
lab equipment, computer systems, libraries, and facility upkeeping.  

Visual learning: A proven teaching method in which graphic organizers, such as webs, concept 
maps idea maps, and slide shows are used to help students of all ages think and learn more effectively. 

Workshop: A brief intensive course, a seminar or a series of meetings emphasizing interaction and 
exchange of information among a usually small number of participants. 

Adapted from Wikipedia.org 

 
 
 
 



APPENDIX – Grammar Bank 
 

 58 

 
ARTICLES 

ARTICLES 1: Circle the correct word or phrase 

1. I love this time in evening/ the evening when the sun is going down. 
2. People play cricket/ the cricket in South Africa, Australia and Sri Lanka. 
3. It’s too far to walk so I think I’ll catch bus/ the bus. 
4. Jane had to go home from school because she had a headache/ the headache. 
5. The robber was sent to prison/ the prison for a total for three years. 

ARTICLES 2: Circle the correct word or phrase 

1. My cousin works as waiter/ a waiter in a café near where we live. 
2. The underground doesn’t run this late so we’ll have to take a taxi/ the taxi. 
3. I like to listen to music/ the music in my free time. 
4. My favourite subject at school is chemistry/ the chemistry. 
5. Jazz music appeared in America in 1920s/ the 1920s. 

ARTICLES 3: Complete using the correct form of the verb in brackets 

1. The clothes you bought me for my birthday ……………………… (be) wonderful! 
2. It turned out that the information we received ……………………… (be) wrong. 
3. My new jeans ……………………… (be) in the wash and I wanted to wear them tonight. 
4. The luggage on a plane ……………………… (take) up a lot of room. 
5. Your hair ……………………… (look) really nice and shiny. 
6. I could tell by the look on her face that the news ……………………… (not/ be) good. 
7. Oh, no! My money ……………………… (be) in my other jacket! 

ARTICLES 4: Find 10 mistakes in the passage and correct them 

NEWSFLASH! “We interrupt your usual schedule to bring you an important news. We are 
receiving informations about a spaceship that has landed outside the White House. The large 
ship seems to be made of glasses. Reports say that a short time ago aliens came out of the 
craft. Eye-witnesses described them as short and said their clothes was made of metal and 
their hairs was bright green. Strangely, one of them appeared to be wearing a jean. Much 
people said that they seemed to be friendly. The President of the United States is currently 
holding a meeting with the visitors in the hope that we can exchange knowledges. Police advice 
are to stay indoors and under no circumstances approach the spaceship. We will be back with 
another news as soon as we can. And now, back to your usual programme, Gardening for 
Beginners.” 
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PRESENT TENSES 
PRESENT SIMPLE AND CONTINUOUS, PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE AND CONTINUOUS 

PRESENT 1: Circle the correct word or phrase 

1. Elizabeth usually goes/ is usually going to bed at around 11. 
2. Dan talks/ is talking on the other phone right now. 
3. We don’t eat/ aren’t eating any meat at the moment as we’re both on a diet. 
4. Does air travel get/ Is air travel getting increasingly safe? 
5. My mum calls/ is calling me every weekend without fail. 

PRESENT 2: Circle the correct word or phrase 

1. How much do babysitters generally earn/ are babysitters generally earning? 
2. You always come/ You’re always coming up with excuses for not having done your 

homework. It’s so annoying! 
3. I don’t go/ I’m not going out much during the week but I always try / I’m always 

trying to go out somewhere on Saturday night. 
4. No, the train does stop/ is stopping at Cirencester on Saturdays. 
5. My mum takes/ is taking part in ice-skating competitions almost every weekend. 

PRESENT 3: Rewrite correctly: change the words or phrases in bold 

1. My dad is often getting up late on Saturday mornings.  
2. Are you speaking any other language apart from English?  
3. I already buy all my Christmas presents and it’s only October! 
4. It’s the first time I’m ever having a party at home.  

PRESENT 4: Rewrite correctly: change the words or phrases in bold 

1. Actually, I think Daren does works quite hard sometimes. 
2. Carlo is never eating Chinese food before. 
3. Sean already books a table for tonight. 
4. Needs Melanie any help painting her new flat? 

PRESENT 5: complete using the correct form of the verb in brackets 

1. It’s the first time ……………………………………………… (I/ever/eat) octopus! 
2. Sandy ……………………………………………… (not/see) his sister since she went to 

university. 
3. They ……………………………………………… (go) on holiday to Spain and won’t be 

back until the end of the month. 
4. Poor Tracy! She ……………………………………………… (write) that essay for hours 

now and she still hasn’t finished! 
5. ……………………………………………… (you/ever/meet) anyone famous? 

PRESENT 6: complete using the correct form of the verb in brackets 

1. ……………………………………………… (I/ try) to get in touch with Jenny all morning 
but I can’t find her anywhere. 

2. ……………………………………………… (I/ not finish) the book yet so I can’t tell you 
what happens. 

3. ……………………………………………… (you/already/decide) where we’re going this 
summer? 

4. ……………………………………………… (we/ live) here for the last six years. 

5. ……………………………………………… (I/ never/ hear) such nonsense! 
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PAST TENSES 
PAST SIMPLE AND CONTINUOUS, PAST PERFECT SIMPLE AND CONTINUOUS 

PAST 1: Circle the correct word or phrase 

1. I saw/ was seeing Maria for the first time at Ray’s birthday party. 
2. Richard watched/ was watching TV when the phone rang. 
3. When we were on holiday, we went/ were going to the café almost every day. 
4. Denise practiced/ was practicing the song every day until she could sing it perfectly. 
5. The phone was engaged when I called. Who did you talk/ were you talking to? 
6. Mr Connors owned/ was owning two houses and a villa in the south of France. 

PAST 2: Complete using the correct form of the verb in brackets 

1. Where ……………………………………………… (you/go) when I saw you on the bus 
last night? 

2. ……………………………………………… (you/enjoy) the film? 
3. When we shared a room, Zoe ……………………………………………… (always/ take) 

my things. It was so annoying! 
4. When I went to get the tickets, I realised I ……………………………………………… 

(not/ have) any money. 
5. When I was young, we ……………………………………………… (go) to France every 

year on holiday. 

PAST 3: Circle the correct word or phrase 

1. It was strange at first, but I’m used to play/ playing the bagpipes now. 
2. Didn’t you use to/ be used to have blond hair? 
3. Christopher was being/ getting used to the idea of joining the army. 
4. People never would/ used to be so worried about crime in this area. 

PAST 4: Complete using the correct form of the verb in brackets 

1. Elvis ……………………… (become) famous for the song Blue Suede Shoes. 
2. When you rang last night, I ……………………… (work) in the garden so I didn’t hear 

the phone. 
3. I ……………………… (hear) from Davina last night. She says hello. 
4. The old man ……………………… (appear) to be very tired and he slowly sat down. 
5. We ……………………… (throw) a surprise party for my brother last Saturday. 

PAST 6: Circle the correct word or phrase 

1. When she was a girl, my mum would/ used to live in a village. 
2. I really can’t be/ get used to having a new baby brother. 
3. People would/are used to die of diseases in the past that we can cure today. 
4. There would/ used to be a cinema on this corner, but they knocked it down. 
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MODALS 
MODALS 1: Complete B’s sentence using CAN/ COULD/ MIGHT/ MUST/ SHOULD/ WOULD 
+ the verb in brackets.  

In some sentences you need to use HAVE: MUST HAVE…/ SHOULD HAVE…etc. 
In some sentences you need to use the negative (CAN’T/ COULDN’T etc…) 
 

1.  
A. I haven’t seen our neighbours for ages. 
B. No. They ……………………………………………… away. (go) 

2.  
A. What’s the weather like? Is it raining? 
B. Not at the moment but it ……………………………………………… later. (rain) 

3.  
A. Where has Julia gone? 
B. I’m not sure. She ……………………………………………… to the bank. (go) 

4.   
A. I didn’t see you at John’s party last week. 
B. No, I had to work that evening so I ………………………………………………. (go) 

5.  
A. I saw you at John’s party last week. 
B. No, you didn’t. You ……………………………………………… me. I didn’t go. (see) 

 
MODALS 2: Complete B’s sentence using CAN/ COULD/ MIGHT/ MUST/ SHOULD/ WOULD 
+ the verb in brackets.  

In some sentences you need to use HAVE: MUST HAVE…/ SHOULD HAVE…etc. 
In some sentences you need to use the negative (CAN’T/ COULDN’T etc…) 
 

1.  
A. I’m hungry. 
B. But you’ve just had lunch! You ……………………………………………… hungry 

already! (be) 
2.   

A. When did you post the letter to Mary? 
B. This morning. So she ……………………………………………… it tomorrow. (get) 

3.   
A. When was the last time you saw Bill? 
B. Years ago. I ……………………………………………… him if I saw him now. 

(recognise) 
4.  

A. Did you hear the explosion? 
B. What explosion? 
A. There was a loud explosion a few minutes ago. You 

……………………………………………… it. (hear) 
5.   
A. We weren’t sure which way to go. In the end we turned right. 
B. You went the wrong way. You ……………………………………………… left. (turn) 
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CONDITIONALS 
CONDITIONALS 1: Put the Verb into the correct form. 

1. If you ……………………… a wallet in the street, what would you do with it? (find) 
2. I must hurry. My friend will be annoyed if ……………………… on time. (not/be) 
3. I didn’t realise Gary was in hospital. If I ……………………… he was, I would have gone 

to visit him. (know) 
4. If the phone ………………………, can you answer it? (ring) 
5. I can’t decide what to do. What would you do if you ……………………… in my position? 

(be) 
6.  

A. What shall we do tomorrow? 
B. Well, if it……………………… a nice day, we can go to the beach. (be) 

CONDITIONALS 2: Put the Verb into the correct form. 

1.  
A. Let’s go to the beach. 
B. No, it’s too cold. If it ……………………… warmer I wouldn’t mind going. (be) 

2.  
A. Did you go to the beach yesterday? 
B. No, it ……………………… too cold. If it had been warmer, we might have gone. 

(be) 
3. If you ……………………… enough money to go anywhere in the world, where would 

you go? (have) 
4. I’m glad we have a mad. I’m sure we would have got lost if we ……………………… 

one. (not/have) 
5. The accident was your fault. If you ……………………… more carefully, it wouldn’t have 

happened. (drive) 
6.  

A. Why do you read newspapers? 
B. Well, if I ……………………… newspapers, I wouldn’t know what was happening in 

the world. (not/ read) 

CONDITIONALS 3: Use your own ideas to complete these sentences 

1. I’d go out this evening if ……………………………………………………………………… 
2. I’d have gone out last night if ………………………………………………………………... 
3. If you hadn’t reminded me, …………………………………………………………………... 
4. We wouldn’t have been late if ……………………………………………………………….. 
5. If I’d been able to get tickets, ………………………………………………………………... 
6. Who would you phone if ……………………………………………………………………… 
7. Cities would be nicer places if ………………………………………………………………. 
8. If there was no television, ……………………………………………………………………. 

 



APPENDIX – Grammar Bank 
 

 63 

QUESTIONS 
QUESTIONS 1: Choose the correct answer. 

1. Oh, I’m sorry! ……………………… disturbing you? 

A. Do I B. Have I C. Should I D. Am I 

2. Did Dorothy ……………………… you about the meeting on Friday? 

A. Told B. Tell C. Has told D. Tells 

3. ……………………… hot when you were in Spain? 

A. Was it B. It was C. Did it D. It made 

4. Tony, ……………………… got time to call Mrs Roberts? 

A. Do you have B. You have C. Are you  D. Have you 

5. When your boss arrived, ……………………… finished the report? 

A. You had B. Did you have C. Had you D. Were you 

6. I know Jane’s pretty, but ……………………… seen someone spend so much time 
in front of the mirror? 

A. Do you ever B. You have 
never 

C. Have you 
ever 

D. Ever have 
you 

QUESTIONS 2: Choose the correct answer. 

1. It’s raining, so ……………………… cancel the concert? 

A. Will they B. They will C. Do they will D. Are they 

2. ……………………… pass me the salt please? 

A. You could B. Are you C. You are D. Could you 

3. Sir, ……………………… repeat what the homework is, please? 

A. Do you B. Are you C. You D. Can you 

4. ………………………the couple you met in France last year staying at the same 
hotel? 

A. Did B. Have C. Were D. Could 

5. I know how to pronounce “controversy”, but what ………………………? 

A. Does it mean B. It means C. Is it mean D. Means it 

6. It’s a great idea, but ……………………… it will work? 

A. Are you think B. Do you think C. You think D. You do think 
 


